[bookmark: _GoBack]NOTE: as this is a file that was scanned, it is still being proof-read, notes converted to footnotes, and corrected. If you come across any obvious mistakes, I would be grateful if you would let me know. 
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1844



29. To Monsieur Honorat, priest, at Longueuil near Montreal, Canada, via Liverpool and Halifax.
29:I in Oblate Writings

Establishment of the Oblates at Bytown rather than at Quebec. Learn English. Find other lodgings for the two Irish priests if they are not entering the Congregation. The Bishops of Louisville and Pittsburgh are asking for Oblates. Personnel of the Congregation. Father Allard will be a faithful friend of the superior. The mission of Bytown is an extension of that of Montreal.

L.J.C. et M.I.
Honorat 
Marseilles, 
January 4, 1844.

Putting aside, my dear Father Honorat, all that could sadden us, I wish only this time to deal with agreeable subjects and first I wish you a happy and holy year as well as all the Fathers and Brothers of your community. These wishes are the renewal of those which I made for you all, the first day of this year when at the holy Altar, I made special mention of each of you. I have received your letter of October 19 and I bless God for what I learn from it.2 Ah yes, I willingly consent that our Congregation take on the ministry of the lumber camps and the conversion of the Savages! So the establishment at Bytown suits my ideas perfectly. I am in complete agreement with the views of your holy bishop who shows himself so generous. I am counting on him to make suggestions to you about the means of subsistence which the missionaries who are to be placed in this residence must be assured of. We should send three of our men plus a lay brother. As for the choice of members to form this community, this can only be provisory. I will decide on something more definite later on but at present, several local interests must be reconciled and besides, I am not sufficiently informed about this project of Bytown. I beg you not to delay enlightening me down to the least details. You understand that the direct cooperation of the Bishop of Kingston must be clearly expressed, that is to say, he is the Prelate who must call you and establish you canonically as did our venerable friend the Bishop of Montreal. If, other than the general approbation to evangelize in his whole diocese, he gives you a special jurisdiction in the town of Bytown and this mission can be considered as a sort of pastorship, you would need an express permission on my part which I grant you, should the occasion arise. From what you tell me, I regard this establishment as very important in the perspective which it presents of the good to be accomplished. During the time you have been in Canada, it seems to me you will have all been able to learn enough English to bring you into communication with those who speak only this language. Father Lucien especially, who is still very young, should have applied himself to this task. I see you continually in contact with the English and the Irish so it is something not to neglect.

As I have said, I was perturbed at your employing in your name the two Irish priests who arrived with our contingent, while in fact they do not belong to us. One should think twice before acting as the guarantors of strangers who have not enough courage to embrace a life of perfection facilitated, however, by example and all the aids offered by a community like ours, and a Society whose advantages, not to mention the merit (it would not be modest coming from my mouth) they have been able to appreciate. A definite decision will have to be taken in regard to them. If they do not believe they are called to our Congregation, it would be better to find them another place to live; but then arrangements must be made with them to reimburse, from the revenues accruing to them, the costs of their voyage. On this question of travelling costs, I have been surprised that the Bishop of Montreal has told me nothing, in the letter he has done me the honour of writing, of the content of that which I had written to him at the end of September or the first days of October. Perhaps he had not yet received it. I told him what I repeated to you, in the letter I wrote you while on a visit, that the Propagation of the Faith had referred me to him for the payment of the fares of the missionaries sent to his diocese. The reason was that as Monseigneur had refused to pool his receipts with those of the Congregation the latter should not pay for the missionaries destined to him. What is certain is that these disbursements should not be charged to us. They would not have made the same objection if they had been destined to some other diocese which pools its receipts with theirs.

I accept the reasons, which the Bishop of Montreal believes to be pertinent, for not trying to go to the diocese of Quebec. What I am afraid of is losing out to others, for then we would run into much more difficulty to gain an entry. I well knew that the bishop there is not troubling himself to emerge from the state of apathy which one finds around him, but I believed his Coadjutor3 had quite a different attitude. I was apparently badly informed. However, I recommend to you not to lose sight of this part of the country. You should not count on those who want to establish themselves there letting you know beforehand.

In the perspective of the good to be done, I surely consider that Bytown is preferable, but it is a new territory which will not supply new members for a long time, while at Quebec, one could reasonably be sure, once we become known there, of attracting vocations. Such were my reasons when I insisted that Father Telmon put in an appearance at Quebec. I shall now wait for the good Bishop of Montreal to give the signal. However, I would like my letter to reach the Bishop of Quebec for this prelate must find it strange that I have not replied to him.

Mgr Bourget and yourself again ask me for two members of our Congregation to help you cope with all the work the good God is giving you in your region. I ask for nothing better but remember that you did ask for them and so will not be surprised when they arrive. When the Bishop of Montreal executes the plan which he favours to call you to his episcopal city and especially, to place you close to him in the house adjoining the Cathedral, where you will be assigned to serve without having a church belonging to you, I will leave only two priests, three at the most, in the house of Longueuil, which will then become the special house of the novitiate. I tell you this in advance so that you will realize how many members will be available either to form the principal community of Montreal or of Bytown, or of the Townships and some other establishments asked for in the United States.

You know that the Bishop of Louisville4 has made proposals to me which have to be considered. That of Pittsburgh5 has also made offers to me. You must have been told that the latter took the trouble to come looking for me at Lumières, together with an Apostolic Vicar of England, to ask me for help for his diocese in the United States. How hard it is to have to say on such an occasion: operarii pauci. However, we have fine hopes. Apart from the fifty priests that we now are, we number 17 scholastic Oblates besides 22 novices and 17 aspirants at Lumières of whom seven will enter novitiate in the course of the year. But we will have to wait for these fine youths of whom the most advanced are only in their second year of theology. If all our territories were as fruitful as yours, we would soon be able to face all the needs. See how in so little time, three good priests have made their profession and a fourth is on the way.6 May they be blessed for having thus thought of responding to the grace of their fine vocation, but also may God be praised for having favoured them in this way and, at the same time, having enriched our family with their fervent cooperation in the great work which is confided to her in the Church. Greet them very affectionately on my behalf as well as all our other Fathers and Brothers.

I embrace and bless you.

+ C. J. Eugene, bishop of Marseilles.

I shall take advantage of this little margin to rejoice with you over the welcome which was given to our dear Father Allard. You have good reason to tell me that he is the man you needed. I knew his worth when I undertook the task of getting him to you. I knew what services he could render to the Congregation in Canada and the good he would do, particularly to your house. Convinced of these things, I could well be grieved at what I had reason to believe might have been written to you. This was said to you in confidence and you should not have shared it with one who could be saddened that I should have said it to you. Complaint has been made to me about what is called a supposition but I have been able to prove in my reply that I had good reasons for supposing it. Anyway, you should not have spoken of it. I revert to Father Allard. Regard him always as a valuable man. He is a perfect religious, sincerely attached to the Congregation, devoted to all duties that obedience will impose upon him, but firm in the accomplishment of these duties. I cannot be more in earnest when I advise you to be on good terms with him and to take his advice beforehand in the affairs you have to deal with and even in the exercise of your office. Whoever one may be, one needs a faithful friend, and happy are you to find one so wise, enlightened, delicate in conscience, having eyes only for the glory of God and the honour of the holy family to which he belongs, as well as to all the members which compose it. Such is Father Allard. Fear nothing, he will never compromise you, but he will sometimes say what he thinks a little bluntly, because of his frankness and his zeal.

The mission of Bytown cannot be considered other than an extension of that of Montreal until definite arrangements will have been made after we have come to an agreement with the Bishop of Kingston. So those of our fathers who will be chosen for it will still belong to the community of Longueuil and ought only to act according to the decisions taken in Council about the affairs transacted with the Bishop of Kingston. Of course, nothing will be settled until after I shall have occasion to approve it.

The beautiful chasuble cannot be allotted to you at all. It was procured only to transfer to a pastor who was to receive it. If this pastor refuses it, you are to dispose of it elsewhere. So avoid making use of it. I certainly agree with you that we must not recede from simplicity, especially when we are weighed down with so many obligations. I recommend to all great love of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, great devotion to our holy Mother and St Joseph, and devotedness for the Church.

1 Orig. - Rome, Arch. of the Postulation - L. M. Honorat.
2 The letter of Fr. Honorat was written on October 19 shortly after the arrival of Fr. Allard and his companions. The news was abundant and good. Besides the happy voyage of the second group of missionaries, Fr. Baudrand was faring better and was working in the Townships. Fr. Durocher had made his vows and his brother, Flavien, a Sulpician, was entering the novitiate, etc. Mgr de Mazenod summarizes this letter for Fr. Vincens and the novices at Osier, December 10, 1843 (Orig. - Arch. of the Postulation).
3 Bishop P. F. Turgeon
4 In a letter of December 22, 1843, to Fr. Vincens, the Founder speaks of this proposal of Bishop B. J. Flaget.
5 Bishop M. O’Connor.
6 Besides Frs. D. Dandurand and Leonard Baveaux, Fr. E. Durocher made his oblation on October 16, Bro. M. Bourassa on Dec. 27 and Bro. P. Fisette on February 17, 1844. The community at Longueuil already numbered 20 to 22 persons, cf. Honorat to Mazenod, January 30, 1844.


829. To Father l’abbe Martin, priest miss[ion]ary with the Curé, at Gardanne, Bouches-du-Rhone.1
829:X in Oblate Writings

Bishop Bernet should be invited to come administer the sacrament of confirmation at the end of the mission. If need be, Bishop de Mazenod could replace him.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Martin
Marseilles, 
January 11, 1844.

Just a word, dear Father Martin, inspired by my bishop’s heart. Would it not be good to invite, to urge the Archbishop of Aix to come to Gardanne on your fine mission’s closing day to administer the sacrament of confirmation to so many people who have not received it and who may never receive it. Why this faint-hearted fear? Do your duty in proposing it.2 If this good Archbishop, fearing the harshness of the weather, should think of asking me to replace him, what happiness I would feel to be able to give the Holy Spirit to so many poor souls who have the duty and the need to receive Him. This time, I would not be able to go on Sunday because I am busy both morning and evening with my own flock; but I could go on Monday, and it would be quite easy to keep together your people for this forenoon. I am expressing my wish, desire, and good will. That is all I can do before God. I thank him that He is working through your ministry, and I embrace you wholeheartedly.

+ C. J. Eugene. Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Original: Rome.. Postulation Archives. L. M.-Martin.
2 Father Martin had already invited Bishop Bernet. Consequent to the Founder’s letter, he wrote so Father Courtès to tell him so invite again the Archbishop of Aix and so propose a replacement for him.


830. To Father Courtès, superior of the Miss[iona]ries, at Aix. B. d. R.1
830:X in Oblate Writings

Preachers for the coming missions. Good work of Father André at the prison of Aix. Duty of Bishops to administer the sacrament of confirmation.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Courtès 
Marseilles. 
Jan[uary] 15, 1844.

I thought. my dear Courtès. that, since Father Magnan missed the mission at Caromb, it might be good to have him work at Aix until he will be going with you to Brignoles. I leave it to your choice either to have him keep to the house while you give the mission of Charleval with Fathers Rouvière and Roux, or assign this work to him and then you would stay in your community. Either way, it seems to me that it would be good to prod Father Roux and to shake him up a bit, to get him away from his too quiet life.

I am very pleased to tell you that twice Father André is mentioned with honor in the Prefect’s report to the General Council. This distinctive privilege was accorded only to him. I’ll have you read the passages in the official record.

I have answered suitably to Vicar-General Mille who had the kindness to write me in the name of the Archbishop of Aix.2 Alas, we are far from having the same opinion concerning the duties of our pastoral office and I am quite sure that it is not I who am mistaken. Meanwhile, you did very well in acting as you did. The attitude which you knew me to entertain imposed on all of you the duty to make it known. You would have been responsible before God of the consequences of your silence - always supposing that at Aix they would have been disposed to perform their duty - since we must not delude ourselves, it is a Bishop’s duty to administer the sacrament of confirmation to those who are well-disposed; these needy Christians can receive it from nobody but him. And if one is legitimately prevented, can we, ought we, suppose refusal of the offer of someone who would show himself disposed to administer it in one’s stead? Ouf! That chokes me. Goodbye. I bless you.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Courtès.
2 Bishop de Mazenod insisted greatly on administering the sacrament of confirmation at the end of a mission. In his Journal, January 15, he entered his answer to the letter of Mr. Mille and added four pages of reflections on this subject. YENVEUX I.


831. To Father Courtès, superior of the Miss[iona]ries, Carmelites Square, at Aix.1
831:X in Oblate Writings

Requests information on the subject of the cathedral canons’ increased income.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Courtès 
Marseilles. 
January 27, 1844.

I think that if you had the occasion of seeing Mille, the Vicar-General, you found him satisfied with the letter that I wrote him in answer to the one I showed you on the day of your departure.

I am able to grant a small supplement to the canons of my cathedral, but I want them to earn it. It will be by way of an allotment because of their presence at ceremonies that I will grant them this little benefice. To that end, I will set up some kind of regulation or register;2 but before deciding anything, I should like to know what has been done in other cathedral Chapters, even since the Concordat. I know that at Aix such a register existed under Bishop de Cicé and during the See’s vacancy. I believe that practice has been discontinued; nevertheless. I would like you to get me a copy of the regulations that governed it. The former Bishop of Dijon3 should have a few samples; please do me the favor of sending him my respects and ask him for a copy. In case that he doesn’t have any, he will tell you whom to ask at the Archbishop’s office to get one. If the good Mr. Boulard hadn’t gone senile, he could give you what you want. In the event that he has maintained some of his faculties, you could ask him to make a copy of certain formularies which he has at hand, I am sure, concerning appointments to Chapter dignities, such as arch-deacon, master of ceremonies, deans of chapters.4 etc. Try to obtain these documents. I truly believe that I had them at one time; but I wouldn’t know where to find them now.

I received your letter. I know nothing further. In such matters we do well to proceed too slowly; and so you see that I am not in a hurry. Goodbye.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Courtès.
2 Fixer La poirne: an unknown expression, but an allusion to a register in which one had to “point”, that is inscribe one’s name.
3 Bishop Claude Rey c1773-1858,. Bishop of Dijon from 1832-1838.
4 Capiscol: deans of Chapter.


5. [To Fr. Casimir Aubert at Penzance].1
5:III in Oblate Writings

The Oblates will remain at Penzance even if the Irish Bishops are not hopeful for the return of the English to the Catholic Faith. Advice for Fr. Daly who remains alone. Send to the novitiate of Notre Dame de L’Osier only those who have long proved themselves in England.

Aubert C 
[Marseilles] 
February 1, 1844.

...The fact is that all these Prelates have very little confidence in the future and are far from being inclined to share the illusion we have formed in France about the dispositions of the English people to return to the truth of the Catholic faith. The last English bishop to pass through Marseilles removed from my mind all false ideas that publications have given on this subject. In any case we will keep the mission of Penzance however small it may be and our dear Father Daly will continue to be in charge of it. The only thing that troubles me is that he is the only one of us in this country.2 That is hardly right and we must see to it that some suitable provision be made. It seems to me that the Irish priests are somewhat ungenerous. This man Power3 apparently thinks along the same lines as the two whom we have had the misfortune to send to Canada. They claim that you assured them that they could make money there. Zeal at this price should not be to our liking... Let us revert to Penzance.4

Before leaving Penzance, recommend firmly to our dear Father Daly to put all things in order in his house, as they have to be in all our communities. Let him keep his books in order and not just receipts, disbursements and mass offerings but also a diary of foundation. This is required as an historic record of all he will do for the glory of God and the salvation of souls and all remarkable events, each entry under its own date. Recommend to him also that he write me every month or, at the latest, every six weeks. Let him do his best to observe the Rule and to send none of those under his charge until they have been amply tested. When I think of the poor recruits you have hampered us with, I cannot get over it. It is remarkable that we have been able to keep two of them, either of whom might well have deserved the fate of their wretched companions.5 We had to go against prudence and count on a grace not assured by God. So take great care on this point. We have decided to admit Brother Walsh to make his profession - I admire the goodness of God in his regard as well as in that of Brother Noble.

I say no more about Cork or Ireland. The Bishop of that city has behaved like a bad pastor and the zeal of Monsieur O’Sullivan carries little weight. May God bless him and take into account the good that we wished to do for them and that they have so miserably rejected.6

It would be as well if Father Santoni could learn English. Destined to take over entirely from the master of novices, of whom he is still only the associate, he could eventually be helpful to the young people whom we will send from England after they have been tried out at Penzance. You will make it a duty to give him the first elements of this language which, for that matter, is to become common in our Society though used less than we had hoped for at first.

1 Ms. Yenveux VII, 163,247.260,261; VIII, 2,4, 178. Fr. Rey also cites an excerpt from a letter to Fr. C. Aubert of February 2, 1844: “You are young and the future is still to unfold before you. You shall have waters more vast to traverse... As for me, it seems that I am close to the limit of my life although I feel well. But when sixty years have passed, one is quite old whatever may be the appearances” (Rey II, 190).
2 Fr. Aubert came back to France for several months in order to take part in the General Chapter of 1843. He left again for England in the month of October and remained until February 1844, in order to be of aid to Fr. Daly at Penzance in the County of Cornwall where he had been since the first week of January, 1843. (Ortolan. Op. ci:., I, pp. 526 seq.), Fr. Daly remained the sole Oblate there for more than two years. He was assisted by the diocesan priest, Fr. Power. Fr. Perron spent several months there in the summer of 1845 but the community was not duly formed until the arrival of Frs. Naughten and Bradshaw in 1846 (General Council, June 22. 1846).
3 An Irish priest of the college of Youghal (Ortolan. Op. cit.. I, p. 531).
4 There follows a rather obscure line that we have omitted: “... come to think,
speak of it when you wish with the novices of goodwill who will wish to follow you”.
5 John Noble had made his vows on February 17, 1843. Samuel Walsh made them in 1844. Their companions, Francis McDonagh and Thomas Meehan had left the Congregation during their novitiate. Bishop de Mazenod complained often of the first Irish novices to come to France. Under date of November 30, 1842, he wrote in his Journal: “… I skip to an affair which should be noted here. What has happened is that all our Irishmen could well deserve to be pitilessly expelled. Their conduct has been constantly irregular. They have been seen to be men incapable of discipline, ad oculum servientes, with nothing to offer while, very much keeping things to themselves, we were unable to understand any subject of their conversation or know anything of their sentiments. However we were fully decided not to admit them to profession although their noviceship was about to finish. Then behold the bomb suddenly bursts. Brother Naughten, on being consulted, reveals some of their intentions. I interrogate each one in private. They let down their guard and all is discovered. The older ones throw the blame on someone newly arrived who has been the cause of their infidelity. He in turn reveals what he has heard. The outcome is that all are to blame. I began by expelling the newly arrived one called Kenny who turned out to be as bad an actor as one could meet, though possessed to a supreme degree of the art of dissimulation and remarkably well versed in how to lie. Fr. Tempier despatched him in appropriate fashion. As for the others, they have all come to their senses, humbly avowing their faults and promising to begin a new life to my satisfaction. I have let myself be touched by their earnest pleas but not without some anxiety. We will try again for a few months. But I certainly do not wish anyone to send us Irishmen of this sort. I have written to Fr. Aubert to test them in Ireland. That is where they will do their novitiate in future. Here it takes us too long and we have too much difficulty getting to know them”. (Ms. Yenveux VIII, 1-2).
6 The founder wrote in the same vein to Fr. Vincens, February 9, 1844.


30. [To Father Honorat ].1
30:I in Oblate Writings

Regrets that the project of Bytown is not yet realized. Impossible to accept the college of Bardston. Codex historicus.

Honorat 
[Marseilles] 
February 7, 1844.

If ever anything compelled belief, it was what you proved so convincingly and what the Bishop of Montreal properly represented as ideal and beautiful for missionaries who live only for the glory of God and the salvation of souls. So I welcomed with ecstasy this happy news and, to sustain the zeal and renew the courage of those who had shown readiness to dedicate themselves to the missions of the new world, I hastened to send copies of the kind and excellent letter of the Bishop of Montreal to each of our houses. They were overjoyed and rightly regarded this new mission (of Bytown) as a sign of the protection of God and a means of doing immense good whether to the Savages or to the Christians forsaken in the forests for so long a period of time. I wrote you in this vein, persuaded that I had only to ratify what, I gathered from you, must have already begun.

As well as the good points presented by Father Telmon, we had to look at the little matter of a debt of 80,000 francs which we would have to assume. We would also have to compete with the day college at Louisville where the Jesuits had corralled all the well-off children of the city and also with the boarding school which flourishes under the direction of these same Jesuits at Sainte-Marie and which is, I believe, only six or eight leagues from Bardston. I can hardly believe that, if this might be a good proposition, the Jesuits would let it go. The place was positively offered to them. We have been asked only in the last resort. One must not look, in administrative matters, only on the good side. I see no probability of our being able to sustain such competition even if we had the personnel, which we have not, to run such a college properly. You can pass on these thoughts to Father Telmon to complete what I told him in a letter last month. On receiving his, I was undecided and even mulled over the idea of sending a visitor to the scene but, after a very long conversation that we have had with M. Henrion, we have perceived difficulties of a kind that it would be imprudent to try to cope with.

You content yourself with remarking in your last letter that your mission in Saint-Jacques was magnificent. Some details would not have been superfluous. Do you at least take care to write an account of each mission so that there will be a record of it in the archives of the house? This is a practice at Osier and in the other houses. I insist that you do this in Canada. It is thus that you will compile, little by little, the history of the Congregation in that country. Give this responsibility to Fr. Flavien (Durocher) and furnish him with the necessary data. It will be a very suitable occupation during his novitiate. I beg you not to neglect this directive. You still have time to repair the omission of two years, supposing that you may not have done anything until now. Kindly regard what I tell you as amounting to a command and start to work immediately on receipt of my letter. It is not a great task and once you are up to date, it will be easy. You love order so this you will do well. It is not a register that is needed but numbered sheets in notebooks which are to be bound and cartoned as soon as they form a volume.

1 Ms. Yenveux I, 66; II, 25; VII, 264.


832. [To Father Vincens, at N.-D. de L’Osier].9
832:X in Oblate Writings

Father Casimir Aubert’s unsuccessful mission in Ireland. The Congregation can help financially only its own members. Send in narratives on all the missions; the scholastics are interested in the apostolate of their older brothers.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Vincens 
[Marseilles,] 
February 9, 1844.

Father Aubert’s return will sufficiently tell you the little success of all our efforts to establish the Congregation in Ireland. The obstinacy of the Bishop of Cork2 is a veritable blindness which he will find difficult to excuse before the Lord. It is a veritable trip-up that the devil worked at the crossing; I counted on this foundation not only for the good of Ireland but to draw members whom we could have employed in all our missions of the British domains and in those being offered to us in the United States. We have nothing to reproach ourselves for. I did all we could have done, and the last trip I had Father Aubert make will attest that when it is a matter of God’s glory and the salvation of souls, we will spare no expense or trouble. The good Lord has His plans when He allows us to put forth fruitless efforts; I am resigned without discouragement to try to do work in some other field.

It will not be very easy to have him3 be reasonable about Father Baret’s sister. It is certainly strange that, with ourselves burdened with members whom we must feed and house, we should go and take on providing allowances for girls who wish to become Sisters. We take care of the needs of the young man who belongs with us; I provided a place for his brother with Mr. Audric4 without costing his father a penny. That’s certainly something; it seems enough to me. If the young lady does not become a religious, she can return home to her father and earn her living by working. as do so many other fine girls who would become religious if the good Lord had given them as much money as they have virtue.

Your accounts of the blessings that the good Lord has showered on your missions have been quite sober in giving details. You should, however, not be in doubt of the happiness that I feel on hearing them. Moreover, you know that our young Oblates are very much interested in the success of your ministry. Again yesterday, they asked me to tell them something about your work. What could I tell them? I do not ask for detailed narratives; but at least something we can bless and thank the Lord for.

1 YENVEUX III. 37; V. 61; VII. 267; REY Ii. 190.
2 Bishop J. Murphy of Cork.
3 According to YENVEUX (III. 37). the Founder is speaking here of Charles Baret’s sister and brother (Victor), and of Father Tempier (“him”) or of Father Nicolas who had an income and had already received permission to help Victor. cf.: letter no. 811.
4 The Reverend J.-J. Audric (1766-1856) had made his rectory at Aygalades a veritable minor seminary.


833. [To Father Courtès , at Aix].1
833:X in Oblate Writings

We will not be able to do the mission of Brignoles, for lack of available missionaries.

Courtès 
[Marseilles.] 
February 13, 1844.

It is evident that you cannot go to the mission of Brignoles. Father Dassy is not free, Father Magnan is so overtired and has such a bad cold that he cannot in any way undertake the least work, unless he can take sufficient rest in between. As the only available resource, to undertake a mission in a city of six thousand souls, there remains only Father Martin. The project is totally impossible. The situation is vexing. disagreeable, whatever you want it to be; but this mission will have to be given up. Please write immediately then to the parish priest at Brignoles that your condition does not allow you to accept his invitation and that the other missionaries who might be available cannot undertake that mission since they have been counting on you to help. Let us put that aside, it is finished. Besides, these annoyances happen all the time. And now Mr. Combalot, who was supposed to preach the whole of Lent at Trinity, has given us the slip, since he is required to go to Paris to plead his case before the courts.2 The parish priest at Brignoles will have to do like the parish priest at Trinity: endeavor, with a bit of effort on his part, to fill in for the help he expected and did not get. We mustn’t worry anymore about this. It is vexing; but no one is held to do the impossible.

Brother Ferrand told me that he found a few errors in Father Perron’s accounts. You must oversee what he does. It is not surprising that, lacking experience, he may make errors; however, keeping proper accounts seems easy to me. If unhappily he does not have that aptitude. I should be informed so that I can remedy the situation.

I embrace you wholeheartedly.

1 YENVEUX I. 103-104; VII, 54g.
2 The abbe Theodore Combalot, preacher and writer, had become involved in the struggle for freedom of education. On this subject, he published a memorandum that irritated the government. On January 6, 1844, the Minister of Public Instruction alerted the procurator-general of the Department of the Seine that this publication contained a degree of violence which required legal censure, and requested prosecution. cf.: Mgr. RICARD. L’Abbé Combalot. Paris. 1892. pp. 228 and ff.


31. To Monseigneur the Bishop of Montreal, at Montreal, Canada, via Liverpool and Halifax.1
31:I in Oblate Writings

The advice of Mgr Bourget will be followed in all things. We will go to Bytown rather than to Quebec. Hopes for establishing a community in the city of Montreal and for reserving the house of Longueuil as a novitiate. Father Baudrand has not manifested sorrow for his conduct. Pastoral letter of warning against spectacles. Closing ceremonies of missions attended by the bishop.

Bourget
Marseilles, 
February 15, 1844.

My dear Monseigneur,

Day by day there deepens in me a lively sense of gratitude that comes from learning of your continual kindnesses towards the family which you have taken to your great heart and which, for her part, is entirely devoted to you. You rightfully regard her as belonging to yourself. She is as much yours as mine; God’s family too and that of the Church. I can but approve, therefore, whatever you decide as best for her to do for the greater glory of the Master whom we all so happily serve. None is better able than you to judge what is advantageous to undertake, Pontiff that you are in the Church of Jesus Christ and consequently having your share of the solicitude, not only for your own flock, but for all the Churches. So it is in all tranquillity that I adopt what you propose for the good of the diocese of Kingston both for the ministry of the lumber camps and the conversion of the Savages. I cannot express the consolation that I experienced from your letter. You show me a field that is fertile, ready to cultivate. Could I allow myself to refuse to go and work there? Right away I wrote to Father Honorat to tell him how much I thanked the Lord for having inspired you with this idea. I designated to him Father Telmon and Father Lagier whom he should accompany with a brother to found this establishment which is so interesting. Father Telmon knows enough English to understand those who speak only this language and I believe with a little experience, he would soon be able to make himself understood. The young Irish Oblates who are studying here assure me that this Father knew their language well. Providence will find us the means eventually to give more scope to this mission; so I consent with all my heart to the proposal that you make to me. Only I leave you to take care of the arrangements with the Bishop of Kingston, since Bytown is in his diocese. All that you will do shall be done well. Whatever desire I might possibly have had to establish the Congregation in the diocese of Quebec before other Orders should get in, I adhere entirely to your opinion that no attempt should be made for that purpose, given that you think the time is not yet ripe. It was especially in the hope of being able to procure some recruits, this diocese being I believe well stocked with clergy, for I well know that one can do good everywhere and the project you propose is certainly proof of that. One thing, however, troubles me. If my letter is suppressed, the Bishop of Quebec may be inclined to take offence because I have not replied to him while on the contrary, I made it a duty to fulfil his request and I rendered an account to him. It seems to me that even though not approving that Father Telmon be the bearer of the letter, one could send it on to the Prelate. All the more could this be done for, as I recall, I did not speak in a manner too explicit of an establishment to be founded in his diocese.

That whereon my heart is set is to see our Fathers come closer to you. How pleased I would be if you would place them within reach in that house near the Cathedral which has been mentioned to me. They could be useful in that church without being obliged to open another and you will have them at hand under your orders at every moment. In this supposition, the house at Longueuil would become the house of the novitiate. Two fathers would suffice to serve it. With the present personnel, we could easily sustain the three establishments of Longueuil, Montreal and Bytown. I must admit to being quite insistent on the novitiate’s being separate from the house of the missionaries. I can enter into such details only with the bishop that you are and one who has the goodness and friendship of an intimate of the family, so I share my thoughts entirely with you.

I will speak as frankly about Father Baudrand. It took nothing less than your manifest desire for his retention to prevent my insisting that he be sent back to me in Europe. Without doubt, one can let oneself become devoid of the respect one owes to his superiors and be pardoned, but at least one must acknowledge the fault and have enough humility to make reparation. But when infatuated with his foolish pride, he will not admit he has acted badly, and has made of his lapse a real rebellion, he remains as culpable before men as before God. Such is the case with Father Baudrand and I have to ask myself how could anyone have given absolution to this priest as long as he persisted in making no reparation for his insolent letters and his hateful accusations.2

I am charmed at your believing that possibly my pastoral on public spectacles may be useful to your people. The parish priests of Marseilles have just imitated your example. They have reprinted three thousand copies to spread it throughout the city precisely at the time of the carnival. I have read with great interest the pastoral letter that you addressed on the occasion of a mission to each parish favoured by this great grace. I know that you are not without consolation in this respect and I bless God for it. It is a just recompense earned by your zeal for the salvation of your flock. I also gather consolation of this kind when I go to preside over the closing of all the missions which are annually given in my diocese. It is at such assemblies that one understands what is the communication of the Holy Spirit between the father and the spiritual children that grace has just regenerated. I cannot conceive why all bishops do not procure this happiness for themselves.

When I visit our communities I do not fail to speak to them in the manner you desire. They know me to be too well united to you not to include us both in their holy prayers. Father Tempier, who is very grateful for your kind remembrance, begs me to present you his very humble respects. Accept also this new assurance of my most affectionate sentiments.

+ C. J. Eugene, bishop of Marseilles.

1 Orig. - Montreal, Archdiocesan archives - Oblats.
2 Did Mgr Bourget make known to Fr. Baudrand this desire of the Founder? In any event, Fr. Honorat announces with pleasure on May 10, 1844: “.1 have something even more consoling to tell you. Fr. Baudrand is converted for good. I had advised him some time ago to make a retreat for himself alone; by prudence, however, I did not oblige him to do so. However, I continually showed a lively interest in him as well as all the considerateness towards him that I could in my position. Then several days after our mission at Longue Point, this good Father comes to see me. He reminds me of this advice and wishes to have recourse to this means. Right away he went to work and on the very first day I see him coming into my room. He wants my counsel, my directives in everything. He goes down on both knees at my feet. He asks to be pardoned with tears in his eyes for such unedifying conduct. He excuses himself for all the unpleasantness he has caused me. He tells me he no longer wants me to spare him. He is ready to do anything. Then he continues his retreat in the same sentiments and at the end of it, takes his pen to fulfil his duty suitably in your regard. It is true that for some time he was much improved. But the actual change as outwardly manifested has already done much good and those of our Fathers to whom I could tell the rest are as happy as I am over this felicitous reformation. I regard it as one of the greatest graces the good God has accorded us since our arrival in Canada...


834. [To Father Tempier, at Viviers].1
834:X in Oblate Writings

Account of the closing of the mission preached by Father Lowenbruck in the parish of St- Cannat.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Tempier 
Marseilles. 
Feb[ruary] 19, 1844.

No one can tell me, my dear Tempier, just what day you left. I have just spent two days in bed and so I can be excused if I get mixed up; but for the others it is something else. Still, I do wish to write you two lines, and I fear that my letter will no longer find you at Viviers. Yesterday’s ceremony suggested a thought that I would like you to add to your note.2 The gist is that in a country as religious as ours, a Bishop who has the confidence of his clergy is a power. Imagine, at my arrival yesterday I found in the church of St-Cannat a thousand men gathered and singing with their powerful voices hymns of gratitude. I confirmed more than 200, a thousand received Holy Communion. During the afternoon an immense procession of an even greater number of men courageously faced what people might say and filled the enclosure and the square of Le Calvaire as well as all the near-by streets, windows, balconies and roofs. Lowenbruck preached at the foot of the cross and the Pastor gave the Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Each man in his lapel wore a cross hanging from a ribbon. and they wore this sign of grace the whole day long; and these men who, a few days previously, would have been ashamed to make the Sign of the Cross on entering a church, dared to wear this pious decoration in all the streets of the city and down to the port where many were seen walking. Isn’t this admirable? And what if it had been the women? We know what they can do in similar circumstances.

I ask you to say many friendly things to our dear Bishop. whom I embrace as well as yourself with all my heart.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Tempier. Father Tempier wrote next to the date: “Addressed to ‘Viviers. where I found it on returning from Montpellier.”
2 Father Tempier, on going to Viviers, carried with him certain notes relative to the letter that the Founder wrote to the King against the draft bill about secondary education. The Bishop of Marseilles usually consulted Father Guibert on such matters. This strong and courageous “protestation” against the monopoly of the university and on the role of Bishops in education, was printed by Marius Olive at Marseilles (23 pages); the original was sent to the King. March 16, 1844. Paris. National Archives. F 193970.


835. To Father Courtes, superior of the mission, at Aix B.d.R.1
835:X in Oblate Writings

List of Fathers who will go to Brignoles.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Courtès 
Marseilles. 
February 22, 1844.

The Pastor of Brignoles, my dear Courtès, has just been in Marseilles. I was extremely happy with his good manners. He truly merits that we do all we can to give him satisfaction. He has announced the mission for the second Sunday, and this news was welcomed with great pleasure. I hope that, in the Lord’s goodness, this mission will be successful. Take good care of yourself until then. You will have good workers as cooperators. You will arrange what is to be done. Father Magnan will be here the 27th and 28th. Father Martin’s health is better. I have written so that Father Dassy will not be late in getting there. Goodbye.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Courtes.


32. [To Father Honorat].1
32:I in Oblate Writings

Send Oblates to Bytown as soon as possible to form a permanent community there. The deacons must complete their studies before being ordained priests. Bro. Loverlochère is not well enough trained and therefore should not be sent immediately to a mission. Do not delay to send an account of finances.

Honorat 
[Marseilles] 
March 1, 1844.

You certainly need to be enterprising if you are called to the conquest of souls. I was fuming at finding myself 2000 leagues from you and unable to make my voice reach you in less than two months. And yet your letter of February 2 arrived today, March 1. God grant that you may have at last received mine which not only approved this great project but applauded it with delight. This was not something tentative to be tried. You had to go there with the firm resolve to overcome all obstacles, go there to stay, take root there! How could you hesitate? What more beautiful mission than this! Ministry in the lumber camps, missions to the Savages, establishment in a city which is wholly of the future. But it is the beautiful dream coming true and you would have let it escape! The thought makes me shiver! Take all your courage in your hands once more and establish yourself there properly. Urge each one to do his duty. It is only thus you will bring upon yourselves the blessing of God...

If a man who makes a daily meditation, examines closely his conscience twice and spends half an hour in mental prayer before the Blessed Sacrament each day, does not correct his failings and makes no progress towards the perfection of his state, I would believe him much to be pitied and quite close to perdition, whatever preaching he may do in order to convert others...

I revert to your project to have your deacons ordained for Easter. I have just talked over this matter with Father Tempier who is more informed than I about the time these brothers spent at their studies, especially as regards theology. Let us not speak of the mediocrity, I would even say the nullity, of the literary studies of Bro. Loverlochère. The only teacher he had was the good M. Andosi who gives his pupils absolutely nothing except a little Latin. We send them all to the minor seminary after they come from him. But as for Bro. Loverlochère, that is all he learned. So his studies have been garbled and are utterly insufficient. You must therefore allow him time to make up for so great a lack. You cannot possibly ignore what he has failed to learn at this level. And as for theology he only did one year while you know that at the very least he must study it for three years.

It is not to be supposed that he has studied much since he has been at Longueuil. I know that you have set him to learning the language of the Savages. It is to be presumed that he has applied himself to this and with detriment for his other studies. In the name of God, let us not be encumbered with mediocre types. It is useless to lull oneself into thinking that their minds can be formed later. If their studies are not finished at the appropriate time, they remain ignorant. And yet in the missions more than anywhere else, learning is necessary because of the lack of books and of the possibility to consult.

Let theology therefore be properly taught and let there be no neglect of training in literary composition for a missionary must not persuade himself he has the privilege of preaching against the dictates of good sense, without style, without method and without doctrine, etc.

I certainly have something to say about the sudden choice you have made of Bro. Loverlochère for the missions to the Savages. Do you not know that he needs much exercise in the practice, not only of religious, but even of the ordinary Christian virtues? It is not right to leave him on his own. And in that connection, I want to insist again that our Fathers be not sent alone into the missions. The Jesuit Fathers have just made it a rule that even in the missions of the Maduré, the Fathers must always go in pairs. It is my formal intention that you adopt this policy. It must only be set aside by dispensation and necessity.

This is no excuse for putting it off. One must frankly admit the debts that have been unduly contracted and it is a sin not to tell the truth and the whole truth. This report must come to me after it has been drawn up by the bursar. Make up your ledgers quickly for the sake of good order, the observance of the Rule and in case a Visitor might be sent to settle matters.

1 Ms. Yenveux I, 98, 106, 123; IV, 230; VII, 243.


836. [To Father Magnan at Brignoles].1
836:X in Oblate Writings

Reproaches the missionaries who lacked determination and became demoralized because Father Courtès, taken ill, could not direct the mission. Father Vincens will replace him.

Magnan
[Marseilles,] 
March 8, 1844.

My dear Father Magnan, this faint-heartedness that has possessed all of you is truly strange; this childish fear of what people might say, this cry of distress that all of you uttered when you saw the formidable town of Brignoles which stunned you, that which demoralized you so that people could see straight through you, and all of that dismay because Father Courtès was not there. In truth, if another sentiment had not taken hold of me at that time, I would have laughed at this panic. Come on! When you are sent in the name of the Lord, once and for all leave aside all these human considerations, the effect of poorly hidden pride and lack of confidence in the grace of Jesus Christ whose instruments you have however been over so many years. You deserve that this divine grace be withdrawn from your ministry, it is then that you could be fearful of people’s judgment. But as long as it is with you, you will convert them, with sermons that are simple, not affected and inspired only by the spirit of the Lord who does not work through the well-rounded phrases and the fine language of orators.

Since you were so affected, the pastor and his curates must certainly have noted how discouraged you were. That is doubtless the reason that emboldened him to express so detrimental an opinion about you, one that you yourselves provoked and perhaps even seconded by your own sentiments so poorly disguised that they could not but be recognized by the least clear-sighted of men. Who knows, even if you were content to remain humble in his presence, rather than extol the dismay of your ministry, so different from the fruitless and sterile ministry of those heady preachers of Lenten sermons whose names and talents Father Martin recalled to me,2 and who passed by Brignoles as everywhere else; who can say, I repeat, if you were not caught in passing severe and unfavorable judgments on our own confreres. whose favorable side, perceptible to any impartial man, you ought. to the contrary, have underlined.

Happily it is eleven o’clock. and I have to get ready to go to bed. otherwise I would not have finished my harangue, which I wish you to read in common, since my observations are meant for each of you.

I hurry to end my letter so as not to miss the mail. It goes without saying that Father Vincens will take over the direction of the mission. I suggest that you readopt attitudes befitting the dignity of your great ministry. You were not sent to Brignoles to court the applause either of the Pastor or the priests, or of the town’s upper class. You have been sent to convert souls by virtue of the grace of Jesus Christ which has never been lacking, unless you relied more on your own efforts than on his power; I forbid you in your conversations with the Pastor or with others to use those formulas of false or at least misplaced humility which lead you to agree to your put-on mediocrity, your weakness, your inadequacy in evangelizing an area like Brignoles. To the contrary, exalt your ministry, if needs be, by maintaining that your preaching is that which is fitting to your sublime functions. Sat multi, dicendi sublimitate sonantique elegantis, admirationem movere satagunt; aliam insistere viam debemus, etc.3 But it is even better never to play that tune, out of respect for the Word of God which works miracles of conversion through your ministry, despite the judgment of men.

Goodbye, dear children. Receive my advice with the deference and the respect that you owe my teaching, since here I speak to you as “one having authority.”4 that is to say that it is not meant to be received jokingly or with misplaced laughter. I embrace and bless you all. Goodbye.

1 YENVEUX 11. 78-80. The Founder had this letter copied into his Diary. He added at the end of the letter: “Fr. Martin is demoralized and as a result not appreciated ... Fr. Dassy has delighted everybody.”
2 Father Martin wrote to the Founder on March 4, and 6. In the first letter, he described the immense throng who received the missionaries, “All we could present to these people was a group of a few young missionaries,” he wrote. “We put on as brave an appearance as we could, that is, we were as modest as possible, since that was the only way to pull through … On the 6th, he urged Bishop de Mazenod to send Father Vincens and later even Father Courtès. The Pastor, who listens to the “persons of note” in the city, “can no longer contain his anxieties. He told Father Dassy clearly that another superior than myself was needed to conduct the exercises and on that point he was only filling my desires and yours… We who are only used to evangelize the poor people of the countryside… find ourselves out of our element here.... A certain class of pious people of the upper class would have preferred flowery and mystical discourses rather than mission sermons.” Among the great preachers who went through Brignoles, Father Martin named only Mr. Desplaces.
3 Rules of 1826. Ia pars. cap. 3. parag. 1. art. 4. 
4 Matt. 7:29.


837. To Father Courtès, superior of the Missionaries, Carmelites Square, at Aix. B. d.R.1
837:X in Oblate Writings

Father Courtès can continue to get rest since Father Vincens replaces him at the Brignoles mission. Not to believe too readily what the gossips say about his men.


L.J.C. and M.I.
Courtès 
Marseilles, 
March 9, 1844.

I was convinced, my dear Courtès, that I had written to you among the deluge of letters that I have had to answer for the last while. You had not yet left when I wrote to Father Rouvière to hold you there forcibly if need be. In the fear that my letter would arrive too late. I had specially instructed the Fathers who were to meet you at Tourves to give you notice to return as promptly as possible. I could not recover from the errant imprudence of your leaving the day after having been bled, and in such a state of suffering you were experiencing. I answered Father Martin that I would never consent to have you make a new attempt at preaching. Now that Father Vincens has arrived, the mission will lack nothing. There is no longer any reason to worry you. Take care of yourself, get well in peace, it is the good Lord who has granted you this rest. Even though you should feel better. I think you should stay away from this mission in which you could no longer act as superior but only take part as a helper. You see that I think you superfluous, that is exactly my advice.

You were unjust regarding Father R.2 He did not write me a word about what others told you; from which I conclude that there is some meddler around you who exaggerates and calumniates rather easily. I am keeping Father R’s letter to give you proof of what I am telling you. It is possible that Father Perron has also been described to you unjustly by malicious interpretations of his words and his actions. We must be careful against these officious persons who try to be useful by appearing to blame others, especially when they see that those they are deceiving seem to agree with them.

I hope that your health will continue to be better. I would be happy to hear such news. Goodbye.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Courtès.
2 Probably Rouvière. already mentioned at the beginning of the letter. Father J. N. Roux was also at Aix. cf.: letter no. 823.


6. To Monsieur Casimir Aubert, missionary priest, at Notre Dame de L’Osier, near Vinay, Isere.1
6:III in Oblate Writings

On his return from England, Fr. Aubert should have paid a visit to the directors of the Propagation of the Faith. Let him take a rest at the novitiate while rendering aid to the Irish novices. Greetings and encouragement to Fathers Pierre Aubert and J. P. Santoni.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Aubert C 
Marseilles, 
March 21, 1844.

God be blessed, my dear son, now that you are settled and at rest after a very long pilgrimage. The weight is likewise off my heart and so I do not regret this journey, however arduous and costly it may have been. Nothing less could suffice to ease our concern, after being disappointed for such a long time.

You did well to act as you did on arriving at Osier. You could not, however much you may have been importuned, act as master of novices in a house where everyone has his proper appointment. You will nevertheless be confessor to the English novices as long as they remain with insufficient knowledge of French to profit from the direction of the master of novices.

I await with great impatience all the details you promise me but you must abandon the habit you have acquired of separating the lines of your letters half a foot from each other and leaving blank an enormous margin. One could easily insert another line between each of yours.

I note with regret that you have not been to see the President and the Treasurer of the Propagation of the Faith. The case before their judgment is of too great an importance not to strengthen it with all the means in our power.2

[March] 24.

Mercy me! It is hopeless trying to finish a letter. I am going to seal this one so that you may not pine over having to wait too long. I embrace you with all my heart and greet your four Irishmen, recommending to them that they profit well from the remainder of the novitiate that they are going to do.3 Adieu.

P.S. I thank your brother for the several lines he has added to your letter. I have learned with much pleasure that he is marvellously fit and managing well. Greet him affectionately for me.

I charge you with the duty of telling Fr. Santoni to have a little more confidence in the grace of the mission he has received. Let him abstain from belittling himself before those who are confided to him and whom he must guide. Tell him I am pleased, let that suffice him.4

1 Orig.: Rome, Archives of the Postulation, L. M. Aubert.
2 The church constructed at Penzance had been costly. The Founder made a gift of 10.000 francs (T. Ortolan, op. cit. t. I, p. 527). He also pleaded for funds from the Office of the Propagation of the Faith to which he wrote several letters in 1843 and 1844.
3 Brothers Robert Cooke, Peter Grey and Edward Bradshaw whom the General Council of May 20th admitted to vows. Cf. the Mazenod Journal, May 20, 1844. The fourth, whose name is not given in the Register of Admissions to Novitiate, 1815-1850, is probably Brother L. Keating who began his novitiate on December 31, 1843.
4 Fr. J. P. Santoni had recently been made Associate Master of Novices.


7. To Monsieur Aubert, missionary priest at Notre-Dame de L’Osier, near Vinay, Isere.1
7:III in Oblate Writings

The many duties of Bishop de Mazenod. While awaiting his obedience, let Fr. Aubert help the Irish novices and give lessons in English to Fr. Santoni. Irish Oblates are needed for Canada.

L.J.C. et MI.
Aubert C 
Marseilles, 
April 17, 1844.

I put off writing to you, my dear son, to take advantage of the return of our fathers who have to proceed to Osier, but now I am caught in a quandary. The train of events has taken on an unbelievable rapidity. I have had to spend hours on end interviewing our Fathers about the interests of the Congregation and in addition to all that, here is the Bishop of Minorca who has just died, which gives me a new worry I can scarcely cope with.2

Yet I had to thank you for the details that you give in your last letter, the subject of which it is impossible for me to revert to. I shall return later when my mind is rested to the somewhat strange condition posed by the Vicar General of the district of Penzance. Impossible to reflect on this just now.

As for your ultimate destination I cannot decide on it positively. However, it seems that I will not put you at Lumières, neither will you remain at Osier. Continue to give aid, as you tell me you are doing, to the Irish novices and to give English lessons to Fr. Santoni in order that this Father may eventually understand and make himself understood when English or Irish recruits are sent to him. We are already in need of such who are disposed to go to Canada - they are clamouring for them from me - for you know that the two you had sent have played a trick on us. I do not understand how you let yourself be deceived by it. They want to do their utmost to make money and pretend that you promised them as much. They are no longer in our house and I admit I am not without anxiety over types like these being diocesan (priests).3

Enough, I will have to finish, contrary to my habit, without scribbling all over my paper but how can I help giving in to necessity? Greet affectionately your brother Pierre and all the other Fathers.

I embrace you with all my heart.

+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Orig.: Rome, Archives of the Postulation, L. M. Aubert.
2 Bishop J. A. D. Merino, OP., died at Marseilles on the 16th of April.
3 These two Irish priests, never identified by name in the Oblate Writings, had left for Canada with Fr. Telmon in the summer of 1843.


33. [To Father Honorat].”
33:I in Oblate Writings

Establishment of the Oblates at Bytown. Sacrifice everything to remain there. Fidelity to the Rule.

Honorat 
[Marseilles] 
April 20, 1844.

I certainly replied without hesitation that far from magnifying all the difficulties, you must disregard them. I not only consented but immediately organized the personnel for the new mission. I granted all the necessary dispensations and thereupon looked forward only to prompt news of the fulfilment of my hopes. My letters must have been in transit longer than usual and to prolong the torment, yours were hesitant to the point of making me afraid to see you lose through your own fault the most beautiful mission that could be offered to us. Today I am still not entirely reassured since I am only apprised so far of something you call tentative. What’s this! Was it not with the resolution to face any adversity for the sake of settling in Kingston (diocese) that you sent Father Telmon to Bytown? I believe I made myself sufficiently clear about the establishment of Bytown. Not only have I accepted this mission but I thank God a thousand times for having chosen us to serve it. So much do I insist on this mission’s being ours that I wish to over-ride all difficulties. If there is opposition, pay no attention to it. If the beginnings are painful, do not be deterred by them but offer to God the privations and suffering that may have to be endured. Become established at Bytown - that is all. I have said what I think about the difficulties of the language...

You see that you can be called upon to found establishments at any time at all, that is, to be placed in a conspicuous position where strangers can see the worth of your virtues: ut videant opera vestra bona. What do I intend by this reflection? It is that you must be worthy of your vocation, truly apostolic men devoted to the service of the Church, fully zealous for the salvation of souls and above all, saintly as regards yourselves and your brothers. This degree of perfection is the normal state of the missionary. Fidelity to your rule is sufficient to bring you to this state and maintain yourselves in it. I perceive that in the beginning, the excessive work with which you were burdened may have been hurtful to your interior recollection and have occasioned, I would say, almost a kind of evaporation of the gifts of God that you should nourish assiduously within you, but today you would be inexcusable if, numerous as you are, you did not save the time that the Rule prescribes for the intervals of respite between missions.

1 Ms. Yenveux I, 106, 110.


838. To Father Moreau, vicar general and superior of the Major Seminary, at Ajaccio, Corsica.1
838:X in Oblate Writings

The superior of the Major Seminary should not be promoter. Desire for a new Bishop at Ajaccio. Reflections concerning Father Nicolas. The Congregation cannot help further Father Pont’s father. Exit papers for Brothers Pianelli and Tamburini. Father Guigues will be visitor for the missions in Canada. Novice at Vico.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Moreau 
Marseilles. 
April 30, 1844.

By a miracle, my dear Father Moreau, I was able to escape and hide at the seminary to clear away a bit of my back-log. It always happens that each day I send out hastily that which is most pressing, and leave for a later time that which I want to consider when my mind is at peace; but such peace never comes. Now it is your turn. In an old letter dated January 8, you were telling me that the Bishop wants you to be Promoter and that you refused. I think you are right. This is a task that the superior of the seminary cannot take on, because he may often be the one to administer severe reprimands to his students, his former penitents, who should maintain filial sentiments toward him, even during their mistakes if such should occur. The ministry which falls upon the superior of the seminary is different. So do not accept that position. Furthermore, it presents other inconveniences for someone who is a foreigner in a country like Corsica.

You know that I reproached the Bishop of Viviers for not having tried to obtain a bishopric on the Continent for Bishop Casanelli, and at the same time requesting the See of Ajaccio for M. Sarrebayrouse. A certain delicacy of conscience deterred him. I thought that I could calm him on this matter; I think that today he does not enjoy the same influence. That this plan be put through for the good of Corsica and peace in the Congregation is desirable, however.

You notice that I am going over your old letters. Father Nicolas has not asked me for a dispensation from saying the Office in common. He did well because I would not have granted it, at least not semel pro semper. I would have referred him back to you to judge when it would be opportune to dispense him on a temporary basis. Besides, this Father never writes to me. I dispense him from that more readily than from the Office; there must be nothing forced among us. Only this negligence gives me the measure of his affection. It is always good to know where one stands.

I now refer to your letter of the 10th of this month. As a matter of fact. I was very much surprised to see Bishop Casanelli and his Grand Vicar arrive, and even more by the proposal he made to me in regard to obtaining money for him. This project by the Auxiliary Bishop is impractical, if he means to achieve it without the consent of the government. I made him face up to all the difficulties and inconveniences that this plan presents. He hoped to be successful with Rome by means of a first letter by the Nuncio; but Rome is in the habit of crossing t’s and dotting i’s. The more sure plan would be transferring the present Bishop to some See on the Continent and appointing M. Sarrebayrouse to Ajaccio. There have been two recent transfers which could set the stage.

With all the costs that we have to bear, we may not imprudently neglect our temporal interests. I much agree therefore with your idea of delaying the departure of the young man of whom you spoke; but it would be to put off too long if we waited until he had cleared up all his business before receiving him as a novice. According to what you say of him, I find no drawback in having him start his novitiate immediately. It is true that you no longer have a Father Bellon to care for him as he did for Father Santoni. That will be up to you; the formation of a candidate is too important an undertaking for you to rely on someone else in this task.

I am overjoyed to learn that you are happy with all our Fathers. I much appreciate the good qualities of Father Pont in particular, and I certainly would want to do all I can to satisfy his needs. You know very well how easy-going I was for the arrangements he made with his father. But it seems to me that his father is a bit too exacting and is abusing our kindness a bit. Nothing tells us that the requests he is making today will not be repeated, and where will we land up? How come that, in addition to what we have given him, he again needs 3 or 400 francs? That requires an explanation. Have him give you in detail his alleged reasons. Unless I am mistaken, there is a stepmother somewhere. and so we must not be surprised if someone wants to milk the cow. Give me more details about this business. You know that the Congregation is deeply in debt; it must therefore act only with prudence and discretion.

You will have to send us exit letters for Brother Pianelli. I tell you in confidence that I intend to send him to America with the Father Visitor I am delegating for that country. Another very confidential item: this Visitor will be Father Guigues. Pianelli very much wishes to be chosen for that mission in order to be freed from the sentimental or better self-serving persecution of his parents. especially from that of his brother, the parish priest who plagues him insistently with false reasoning.

You will do well to obtain exit letters for Tamburini, who is always the same as you have known him to be. I will get their baptismal names before sealing my letter.

Father Tempier asks me to tell you that he is anxious to receive the account of your Masses. He has the same message for our Fathers at Vico. He also asks me to tell you that your clerk could sell off his credit-slip by making a little sacrifice, and then he would be free to leave anytime. Accept him as a novice and let him begin seriously his novitiate at Vico under Father Semeria; time is of the essence since he is older and has not yet done his philosophy.

P.S.: I beg you to tell Father Pont that I am not answering him in order to spare you postage for his letter. I have dealt of his affairs with you; I would only repeat the same things to him.

Tamburini’s name is Ambroise Louis; Pianelli’s is Charles. He is from Olmeto.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.- Moreau.


839. To Father Semeria, superior of the Missionaries at Vico, Corsica.1
839:X in Oblate Writings

Wants to go to Corsica. Pastoral letter on the missions. Illness of Father Semeria. Account of the Masses and administration of the house. Inheritance of Brother Roux.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Semeria 
Marseilles. 
May 2, 1844.

My dear Father Semeria, I must be very tardy in my letters to you. I have forgotten the date of my last letter; but I certainly cannot forget your person, who are always so dear to me. I learn with pleasure that you have completely recovered from your illness; take care of yourself to avoid any recurrence.

I have never doubted the good results deriving from the spiritual retreats prescribed by our Rules; but I am very glad that you experienced this especially in Sari. I gladly consent to go to visit these good people when I visit you; but will I be able to do it this year? It seems certain that the Bishop of Viviers will not be available, and how can I go alone on such a long journey? I also fear the hot weather in Corsica, where trips are made on horseback, exposed to all the heat of a burning sun; and again, I must admit, at my age we become lazy about travelling. You must never doubt, however, how pleased I would be to be among you. I am buffeted on the one hand by the heart and on the other by reason, or if you would rather, by sentiments of my weakness, not to mention also age.

You did what had to be done regarding the cure of the good man of whom you spoke. All of these extraordinary things will be useful at some time; but if this good man had broadcast the news of his cure earlier, he would have aroused the faith of his compatriots, and other interesting things might have happened. 2

I cannot understand how they neglected to send you my Lenten pastoral letter. They did so well at the secretariat that they have no more copies; but I have had a certain number printed under another format. I will send one to you, all the more willingly because it speaks directly of the missions. ex professo.

If the doctor judges that the waters of Orezza3 will help you, you must not hesitate to take them; I advise and exhort you to do so; but I don’t think it necessary that you be accompanied by one of our Fathers. Our communities are not numerous enough to allow depletion.

Father Tempier complains that you do not give him an account of the Masses you celebrate on his account. Please regulate this important item as soon as possible. I believe you are also forgetting to give the six-month accounting of your stewardship; that must not be neglected. Are you regularly holding your meetings either for spiritual conferences or for council with your assistants? This must be regularized and communicated to me each month.

As to Brother Roux. we cannot consent that he allow himself to be disinherited. I do not know the laws of this country; but it seems to me that a father should not have this power. Besides, there mustn’t be too much, and since this Brother at times seems to be discontented, I would never consider it proper that he should go and regulate his own business. I am a bit wary about this correspondence.

Goodbye, my dear son. I ask you to give many friendly greetings from me to all our Fathers at Vico, all of whom I embrace and bless with all my heart, as well as yourself.

+ C. J. Eugene. Bishop of Marseilles.

P.S.. Greet Father Carles for me and tell him that I grant him, as well as to each of you, the faculty of blessing 4000 crosses and rosaries while on mission and 1000 at the convent; this for three years.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Semeria.
2 A cure probably attributed to the intercession of Father Albini.
3 The Founder wrote from Orezza clearly; but this place-name is not found in the General Dictionanart of Cities, burgs, villages... of France, Paris-Limoges. 1851.


87.To the Council of the Propagation of the Faith, Lyon.1
87:V in Oblate Writings

Oblate foundation in Bytown in the diocese of Kingston. Request for assistance in paying the journey of two missionaries.

Propagation of the Faith 
Marseilles, 
May 5, 1844.
Dear Sir,

The extraordinary success achieved with the grace of God by the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate in the diocese of Montreal has prompted His Excellency the bishop of Kingston2 to call them into his diocese and entrust them with the mission among the savages. He is assigning them the house of Bytown on the banks of the Ottawa.3 That will be their base for travelling among these poor idolaters in order to bring them to a knowledge of the true God and His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. The men I had sent to Canada earlier are all at work in the vast diocese of Montreal. Therefore, in order to reply to the invitation of His Excellency the Bishop of Kingston, I am obliged to send from here at least two good Missionaries of the aforementioned Congregation of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate who will go directly to Bytown where one of their confreres has already taken possession of the important mission entrusted to them.4

I have recourse to you, Gentlemen, begging you be so kind as to grant the sum necessary to cover the costs of this long journey. I calculate that no less than 1 200 F. apiece will be required. That is more or less what it cost me to pay the expenses of the ones I sent to Montreal last year and Bytown is approximately 100 leagues farther inland. I plan to have our two missionaries leave towards the end of this month. I would therefore be most obliged if you would be so kind as to process my request as soon as possible.

Please accept, gentlemen, the assurance of my most high regards.

+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

P.S. I take the liberty of referring you once again to the needs of the Penzance mission in Cornwall5. I refer to the note I had sent you.

1 Orig.: Paris, Arch. of the Propagation of the Faith. Fr. Aubert’s letter had been addressed to the Lyon Council. The Founder kept the damaged letter in Marseilles and made a copy which he sent to Paris instead.
2 Copy made in Lyon and kept in Paris: Arch. of the Propagation of the Faith.
3 Bishop R. Gaulin. The Oblates were mostly in contact with his Coadjutor, Bishop Phelan.
4 Ms.: Otawa.
5 Fr. Telmon. Three missionaries left for Canada in 1844: Fr. Guigues, Fr. Pierre Aubert and Sch. Bra. Garin.
6 Ms.: Cornwal.


840. To Father Courtès, superior of the Missionaries, at Aix.1
840:X in Oblate Writings

Come to Marseilles more often to talk over business.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Courtès
 Marseilles. 
May 12, 1844.

My dear Courtès, my poor sister is returning to Aix to try the baths, the state of her health has not at all improved. I take this occasion to say good-day to you. With pleasure I learned that you are coming to Marseilles to preach; I will then have at least the consolation of seeing you. Be it said in passing. this circumstance allows me to make the observation that you might from time to time make a short appearance here during which time we could talk things over. At the present time, there is one thing under consideration, something truly essential; but I certainly do not have the time to speak about it in writing.

You most likely know more than I do about the Bicheron affair.2 I have gotten used to the fact that everything is kept hidden from me. I presume that the wrongs are not on the part of the Bishop of Viviers. I have experience of what Bicheron can do and just how much he appreciates gratitude. Besides, he is not the only one to give this word a meaning not found in the dictionary; it is not the equivalent of the word gratitude which is a sentiment hereinafter unknown especially among those who consider themselves better than others.

Perhaps you do not know that the unfortunate Roux has been going from one fit of madness to another for a month.

Goodbye. I will perhaps go to see you before you come to see me.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Courtès.
2 L’abbé Bicheron (1796-1868) was honorary Canon at Marseilles and was for a few months vicar general of Viviers. Bishop de Mazenod speaks at length of his behaviour and ingratitude in his Diary. April 22.


34. To Monsieur Guigues, superior of the house of Notre Dame de L’Osier, commune of Vinay, Isère.1
34:I in Oblate Writings

Father Guigues is to wind up his affairs at N. D. de L’Osier and make his farewell visit to Bishop Philibert de Buillard of Grenoble, prior to making his preparations to leave for Canada. Activities of the Oblates in Canada. The sending of Fathers and Brothers to Osier.

L.J.C. et M.I.
Guigues 
Marseilles, 
May 12, 1844.

This should be the time, my dear Father Guigues, for you to wind up your affairs at Osier and begin your preparations for the great mission that I am confiding to you. We need to spend some days together and calmly concert our ideas about all that can contribute to the prosperity of our establishments in America. The choice having been made, it should be put off no longer. I would insist that you make the crossing during the fine season and arrive early enough before winter to see the country in its beauty and visit at your ease the different missions so as to put everything on a good footing. I am going to write to the Bishop of Grenoble to let him know beforehand of your designation. I would wish that your farewell visit, to receive his benediction, coincide with his receipt of my letter so as to cut short all observations he might be tempted to make. I will be very polite. It will be for you to emphasize the importance of our establishments especially now that the missions to the Savages are confided to our Congregation as well as those of the lumber camps and what they call the Townships, regions without spiritual aid where Catholics are mixed with Protestants at peril of losing their faith. Our missionaries not only bolster the wavering Catholics but convert a great number of apostates and many Protestants. You are being sent to organize all these efforts which are so promising.

My letter will be brought to you by Fathers Mouchel and Rey. I am only sending Father Rey to Osier in order that he may work there at his task. This is something arranged with Father Vincens and he must keep at it. Father Mouchel will be missed at Calvaire where he was confessing quite a lot of people but as you need someone at Parménie I am sending him off to this solitude and do not wish that he be placed too much in view. On the contrary, this devotion should subside. There are more inconveniences than advantages in keeping it up.

I need not recommend that you mark out well to your successor the policy he must follow with persons outside. I am not concerned about interior discipline. When you are here we will talk about the orientation of the house.

May 17. I now decide to send you my letter by post. I propose to send my pilgrims next Wednesday if I can obtain enough places, as seven will be going: Fathers Mouchel and Rey; Brothers Palle, Piot, Bouvier, Coste and Coutelen.2 Father Bise will have to come as soon as possible.

I do not think it necessary to postpone the oblation of the Irish brothers who are ready. It might be possible that Brother Bouvier should devote still more time to prepare himself.

I shall try to write tomorrow to the Bishop of Grenoble. I am not however sure of being able to do so. If I cannot do it tomorrow, it will be put off to Monday because I will spend the whole of Sunday in church.

I embrace you with all my heart.

+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Orig. - Rome, Arch. of the Postulation - L. M. Guigues. The address is written in the hand of Fr. Tempier who correctly writes Guigues while Mgr de Mazenod always writes Guigue. The rapidity with which the Founder names Fr. Guigues and sends this third group of missionaries is surprising. It is only in his letters of the 10th and 20th of May that Fr. Honorat announces that the Bishop of Quebec has finally offered the Oblates a mission in the Saguenay and that in consequence, they must “bleed themselves white” in order to send personnel. One is tempted to believe that the blast of cold wind of the Founder in his letter of November 26, 1843, and the show of temper of Fr. Honorat in his reply of January 30, 1844, were at least the occasion, if not the motive, of the nomination of the new superior for Canada. In his letter of February 2, Fr. Honorat requested an Irish Oblate and a Father capable of directing missions. The Founder wrote on March 1st that he could send a Visitor. Frs. Telmon and Allard probably mentioned in their letters, which the Founder received in mid-April (Journal, April 21, 1844), the offer of Bishop Signay. In any case, it is to Fr. Allard that Mgr de Mazenod announces the sending of Fr. Guigues (Journal, May 4, Ms. Yenveux VII, 103): “...Letter to Fr. Allard, long as usual and entirely concerned with our affairs. I announce to him the choice that I have made of one of the most distinguished members of the Congregation so that he will go to America in the capacity of extraordinary Visitor, whose powers will last until revocation on my part, who will have authority over local superiors as upon other members of the Congregation, to whom I will give a purely consultative Council. Such will not impede anyone’s being able to write directly to me.”
On April 30, the Founder was thinking of Brother Pianelli as companion of Fr. Guigues, cf. letter to Fr. Moreau in Corsica.
2 Ms.: Coutelin. This mention is of scholastics of the seminary of Marseilles who were to spend the summer at Osier. No Coutelin has been an Oblate. Without doubt, this refers to J. M. Coutelen who was a seminarian at Marseilles from 1842 to 1846.


8. [To Fr. Casimir Aubert at N.D. de I’Osier].1
8:I in Oblate Writings

Has received a letter from the Irish novices. Advice and recommendations for the novitiate. News from England. Admission of three Irish novices to profession.

L.J.C. et M.I.
Aubert C 
Marseilles, 
May 17, 1844.

Would it not seem, my dear Father Aubert, as I take this large piece of paper, that I might relish the hope of conversing at length with you? It is not so. Never have I had less time to give you and yet I would not let our Fathers and Brothers leave for Notre Dame de L’Osier without sending a little word to you. I have been enchanted with all you have told me about our dear Irish novices. Their letter gave me the greatest satisfaction. I am replying to them to mark my satisfaction. I would also wish to write a few lines to your good brother, Pierre, and hope to do so after tomorrow for today, at this moment, I am being taken away and tomorrow I will spend the whole day at the Church of the Trinity.

I would not wish you to wait too long to admit to profession those of our novices who are ready. This is not to say that Bouvier can be admitted so soon. Before closing my letter, I will give you the decision of the Council that I shall convoke on the day after tomorrow, Monday.

I have received nothing from Fr. Daly. I have told you that the Apostolic Vicar has written me quite an amiable letter. I will send a copy to you. He will not pass through Marseilles.2

Do not wait to explain the reasons that you would plead to have me change the decision concerning your future destination. I also await your observations about the community. It is not that you lack the time so why put off the matter so long?

I take my leave for I must go out. Adieu, I embrace you with all my heart.

+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

P.S. The three Irish novices - Robert Cooke, Peter Grey and Edward Bradshaw - have been unanimously admitted to make their profession. I pray you to inform on my behalf Father Superior and Fr. Vincens.

1 Orig.: Rome, Archives of the Postulation, L. M. Aubert.
2 Michael Baggs, Vicar Apostolic of the Western Region, consecrated at Rome on January 28, 1844.


841. To Father Vincens, priest missionary, at N.-D. de L’Osier, near Vinay, Isère.1
841:X in Oblate Writings

Sending several novices to L’Osier. Admission to vows of three Irish Brothers.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Vincens 
Marseilles. 
May 21, 1844.

You would be the only one, my dear Father Vincens, to whom I would not write. That just won’t happen, even though you would deserve it a little for, if I am not mistaken, you haven’t given me any sign of life for a long time. Father Aubert will tell you that the council has unanimously admitted to profession three Irish novices.2 Brother Piot very much wants to return to L’Osier; I was in no hurry about this matter because we haven’t felt the heat much here. Brother Palle is not in too good health; it will help him to change climate. You may present both of them for ordination at Grenoble. Brother Bouvier was impatiently waiting the completion of his philosophy to place himself under your direction and properly complete his novitiate. You may judge if he applies himself in earnest. I did not present him to the council because I understood that there might be difficulty in getting him approved. There remains only to mention the two other novices: Coste and Coutelen;3 they felt that they just couldn’t live outside the novitiate; we had to give in and send them back to you.

I strongly suggest to Palle to put aside his childish ways and to be serious as befits a young religious who is so near to the diaconate. As a matter of fact, I insist very much that more serious manners be adopted in the novitiate; we must point out that religious are not college students.

Dinner was served a quarter of an hour ago, and some around me are vexed at my slowness in getting to the dining room.

To satisfy them. I am leaving my office, and greet you affectionately.

+ C. J. Eugene. Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. [. M.-Vincens.
2 Brothers R. Cooke. John Peter Gray, and Edward J. Bradshaw. cf.: Diary,. May 20.
3 J. M. F. Coste and J. M. Couselen. They were seminarians at Marseilles. Their names do not appear in the Register of Admissions to the novitiate.


35. [To Mgr Philibert de Bruillard, Bishop of Grenoble].1
35:I in Oblate Writings

Unexpected developments in the mission of Canada. Father Guigues must leave the diocese of Grenoble for America. Father Vincens will be the superior of N. D. de L’Osier. Request for prayers.

Bruillard, P. de 
Marseilles, 
May 24, 1844.

Monseigneur,

You are aware of all the good effected by your dear sons, the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, in the vast diocese of Montreal and you have blessed the Lord for it. You will not then learn without further consolation that other regions have opened before them. The Bishop of Kingston, having witnessed the marvels that God has wrought through the ministry of these apostolic workers, has wished to call them to Bytown in his diocese, a town where Savages are close by, the mission to whom he has confided to the Oblates. Also he has at the same time entrusted them with catering to the spiritual needs of what they call the lumber camps in that country. These are numerous agglomerations of three or four hundred men dispersed in the immense forests of this part of the new world. Here poor Christians spend six to eight months logging the trees without any religious resources to help preserve them from the dangers inseparable from this nomadic and dissipated life.

For his part, the Bishop of Montreal, not content with having established our missionaries at Longueuil, wishes to bring them closer to him by forming a new establishment at Montreal. The generosity of this holy prelate who, in spite of his penury, not only authorizes but encourages vocations from his clergy, makes it impossible for us to refuse what he desires for the good of the Catholics, Protestants and Savages of his diocese. Other bishops have also made proposals that must be considered either in order not to enter into engagements lightly, or not to reject what could contribute to the glory of God and the salvation of so many abandoned souls.

In this state of affairs I find myself obliged to send to the scene a capable man who has my entire confidence so that he can organize properly the services of the Congregation in the different ministries entrusted to her and in the different places where he will judge it opportune to establish her. This person cannot be other than Father Guigues. You know his skill and devotedness. I think that the paternal affection you have for the family whose interests you have always espoused will incline you to approve this choice especially as your diocese will be affected, not by a brief absence of Father Guigues, but by one of several years. Father Vincens will naturally succeed him in the superiorship of the community of N. D. de L’Osier. I do not hesitate to give my preference to this excellent Father because I know what esteem he enjoys with you and I likewise know his attachment to your person and the filial confidence with which he will comply with your direction. Such will be his titles to your confidence for the rectorship which you have been good enough to accord to the superior of the house.

When I consider the vast field which opens before our evangelical workers, I am filled with a lively gratitude towards God who calls upon them to propagate the knowledge of His Holy Name and to save so many souls who were lost in the darkness of idolatry or heresy but I also feel my impotence to thank the Lord worthily for such a great benefaction. I beg you therefore, Monseigneur, to unite your prayers with mine. I will feel stronger with this support I seek from your friendship for me and from your bountifulness towards the Congregation thus favoured.

Accept the assurance of the respectful attachment with which I am, Monseigneur, etc.

¶+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Manuscript copy - Rome, Arch. of the Postulation - L. M. Bruillard.


36. To Monsieur Pierre Aubert, missionary priest at Notre Dame de lOsier, near Vinay, Isère. 1
36:I in Oblate Writings

Announcement of his obedience for Canada. He will leave in several days with Father Guigues and Brother Garin.

L.J.C. et M.I.
Aubert P.
Marseilles, 
June 4, 1844.

My dear Father Aubert, I was far from thinking when I wrote you the other day that I would so soon have the occasion to write you again to confide to you a very important mission. I have just received several letters from Canada. The horizon extends ever wider before us. To the establishments already founded in the diocese of Montreal must be added those offered to us in that of Kingston, either for the ministry to the Savages or that of the great lumber camps. It is not possible to abandon the Townships where our Fathers are already doing much good. And now unexpectedly the Bishop of Quebec is crying aloud to us for missionaries for his immense diocese. It is all the more important for us to respond to his invitation in that we are the first he calls... As a consequence of this new state of affairs, I can no longer content myself with sending Father Guigues alone. Other Fathers must arrive at the same time as himself while waiting until I can send still more to these blessed regions which long for the Good News.

I am going to ordain Brother Gain deacon to accompany Father Guigues and yourself whom I assign to this beautiful mission. Make yourself ready to leave Wednesday so as to arrive at Lyons on Thursday morning at the address which Father Guigues will have given you. This Father will arrive at the same time as you with his other companion and you will continue your journey together towards Paris and Le Havre where you will embark. I accompany you with my best wishes and my paternal benediction while regretting my not being able to be one of the group. Goodbye my dear son, I embrace you with all my heart.

¶+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles, S.G.

P.S. It is to late for me to write this evening to Father Vincens. I will do so tomorrow on returning from St. Joseph where I am going to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation.

1 Orig. - Rome, Arch. of the Postulation - L. M. Aubert. The letter is clearly dated May 4 but is certainly of June 4 as is evident from the postal mark (June 6) and from the Journal of the Founder (June 4).


37. To Monseigneur, the Bishop of Montreal, at Montreal, Canada. 1
37:I in Oblate Writings

Gratitude. Importance of establishment at Bytown. Bishop Signay and Bishop Provencher ask for Oblates. The sending of an alter ego of the Founder, Father Guigues, accompanied by Father Pierre Aubert and Brother Garin. Recall of Father Lagier.

Bourget
Marseilles, 
June 7, 1844.

Monseigneur,

How will you not let me express my gratitude when you never cease to give my sons the most touching marks of paternal goodness? My whole complaint is that they have not shown themselves worthy enough of you. This is certainly not from lack of devotedness. I attribute their imperfections entirely to deficiencies of character that they have failed to correct as much as they might have although one should expect this of men in their profession. You are so good and so charitable in wishing to be the first to excuse them and in giving them advice which I dare hope will profit them.

You have seen by my letters how much I approve all you have done to establish our Fathers at Bytown. I quickly perceived the worth of the reasons which determined you to prepare the way for so highly important an enterprise and although some difficulties have since arisen, I continue to believe the establishment to be advantageous for the ends which the Congregation proposes as her own, I mean the glory of God and the salvation of souls. It is for you, Monseigneur, to bring to fruition the good begun as you continue to avail yourself of your influence with the Bishop of Kingston and his Coadjutor in order to reduce all obstacles.2

Your last letter and that of Father Honorat announced an unexpected piece of news. The Bishop of Quebec, who had not hitherto shown any intention of employing our Fathers in his diocese, now writes several letters to call them. Already some of our members have been placed at his disposal and I am asked to send more to organize the ministry and found a community. The Bishop of Juliopolis3, who has shown himself very favourable to this project, appeals on his own behalf for help to which his zeal and friendship would give him a right. This is a considerable development which requires to be coped with and prudently planned. Here we have new relations established with different prelates who cannot be for us like the Bishop of Montreal, that is to say, the affectionate father who takes to his own heart the interests of the Congregation and who is always ready to interpret favourably or excuse, if necessary, ways of doing things which are no doubt inspired by zeal and the desire to benefit but are sometimes ill considered. Given this state of affairs, it will not suffice that I send more members to enable the founding of communities which are requested. I regard it as a duty to make the utmost sacrifice for the sake of suitably organizing a kind of province of our Congregation in America. I have had to choose for that a distinguished man who has proved his worth in a difficult administrative situation. He also enjoys much esteem within and without the Congregation and it has taken nothing less than displaying the utility of her mission in Canada to obtain pardon from the excellent bishop of Grenoble for the grief I cause him by taking away this person from Notre Dame de L’Osier where he was so happy to have him. It is Father Guigues to whom I entrust this mission, with the most extensive faculties. He will be a sort of alter ego who will have jurisdiction over all the members of our Institute whoever they are, and upon all the communities of the Congregation in America. It is with him that their Lordships the Bishops must deal, respecting the services they desire from the Congregation and the establishments they would wish to be founded in their dioceses, etc. You will find in him, Monseigneur, a capable man, without pretension, imbued with respect for the episcopate, accommodating and very proficient in administration besides being very agreeable company. I hope you will always have reason to be happy concerning his relations with you, whom he considers already as the second father of the family to which he belongs. It is superfluous for me to recommend him to your kindness. I am sure that from the very first day on which you come to know him, you will be most pleased with him.

Father Guigues will be accompanied by a priest and a deacon of the Society. With God’s help, we will send you more but I would wish first to take some time to breathe. All things considered, I have sent an obedience to Father Lagier to return to France.4 I would have thought this person would have rendered himself more useful in Canada. Not having become such as I would have wished, I am recalling him to employ him here according to his capacity.

Accept, Monseigneur, the expression of my affectionate attachment.

¶+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

P.S. Permit me to present you with a little souvenir which has value only in respect to the subject which it represents, the thought of him who offers it and the holiness of her who painted it. This little picture was given to me by a very holy nun.

1 Orig. - Montreal, Archdiocesan archives - Oblats.
2 Bishop of Kingston: R. Gaulin; Coadjutor: P. Phelan.
3 Mgr Provencher.
4 Fr. Lagier remained in Canada. Bishop Bourget thanks the Founder, October 10, 1844.


38. To Monseigneur, the Bishop of Quebec, at Quebec, Canada.1
38:I in Oblate Writings

Information concerning a Quebecois who died at Marseilles. The sending of two missionaries for the Indian missions and of Father Guigues. The Oblates are at the service of the bishops.

Bishop of Quebec
Marseilles, 
June 8, 1844.

Monseigneur,

I have had the occasion and the honour of writing to you, but have since learnt that my letter was not brought to you. I would be quite mortified were you to have thought that I had not hastened, as I should, to fulfil the mission which you gave me. I am now taking advantage of the departure of three of our missionaries to say to you again that, on taking steps to obtain precise information, I learned with certitude that the young man in whom you were interested had died in the best dispositions, after having received the sacraments of the Church.

Father Honorat sends me word that you have done him the honour of writing to request some missionaries who might devote themselves to the instruction of the poor Savages. I am responding by sending the modest help of two missionaries. But I am sending likewise a third member who will be precisely empowered to organize the work of all the missions and to arrange with their Lordships the Bishops about communities of missionaries they would kindly wish to establish in their dioceses. The Missionary Oblates of Mary are essentially men of the bishops. They ought to be able to proceed the moment you signal them to do so, receive directions from you, and act only according to your views, which to me makes it desirable that Bishops prefer to have them close at hand, as much as possible in their episcopal cities. In any case, Monseigneur, you can count on their devotedness and on the zeal which they will always show in seconding your pastoral solicitude in all the tasks that you will deem it proper to confide to them.

Respectfully, I have the honor to be your humble and obedient servant.

+ C. J. Eugene, bishop of Marseilles.

1 Orig. - Quebec, Archdiocesan archives - Oblats 1-6.


39. [To Father Honorat].1
39:I in Oblate Writings

The sending of Father Guigues as representative of the Superior General. Notwithstanding his merits, Father Honorat could not assume this responsibility. Nature of the powers of the Visitor. Father Aubert and Brother Garin will accompany Father Guigues.

Honorat 
Marseilles, 
June 8, 1844.

The expansion which our missions in Canada are undergoing and the proposals which are being made to us by different bishops to found establishments and form communities of our Congregation in their dioceses necessitate that I proceed to organize the services which our Institute must render in these vast regions. Hence I have named Father Guigues as Visitor extraordinary with very wide powers to organize each community, deal with the Bishops, accept missions and, in a word, do all that I would do myself were I on the scene. His jurisdiction extends over the communities and over all the members of the Institute. I have a good enough opinion of you, my dear Father Honorat, and I am counting on your religious virtue to be persuaded that not only will you not be disconcerted but that you will be delighted that I have taken this truly indispensable measure to put things on a good basis in Canada. It was urgent both to centralize and regularize authority and as everyone admits, I could not make a better choice.

You yourself feel that after all that has happened and the general misgivings which militate against you rightly or wrongly, it was impossible to invest you with these functions. Each gives justice to your devotedness, your virtues and your goodwill but there is but one verdict against your administration, within and without; the numerous letters I have received from all sides vouch for that. For the rest, it would not have been suitable or opportune that I turn to anyone but yourself among the Fathers who are in Canada. I have thus been obliged to choose amongst the Fathers in Europe the one who combines the most appropriate qualities for the mission I am giving him. I have all the more reason to hope that you will be satisfied with this choice in that I remember you asked me in one of your letters to send this father and proposed that I name him superior. You will then give an example of the submission and respect that will be due to one who is invested with the powers of the Superior General and who will be the immediate superior of all the members of the Institute in America, as long as these powers will not be revoked. I await most happy results from the organization that the force of circumstances obliges me to establish but all will have to concur in a general renewal of fervour and fidelity. I see by the letter I have received from the Bishop of Montreal at the same time as yours that each will have to apply himself to this renewal since the recommendations that he begs me to make prove that there is need of this. I shall give a note about this to Father Guigues.

I have said that Father Guigues will arrive in Canada with the title of Visitor extraordinary. His powers will not only extend to the time fixed for his visitation but they will last until revocation on my part. These powers are very extensive. He shall have for the duration of his commission in America all those which I exercise in the Congregation with the exception of admission of candidates to oblation, of their expulsion from the Society and of dispensation from the vows of religion, of convoking the Chapter and other faculties not related to the special administration of the Congregation in America. He will be obliged to consult the Council which I shall give him and render me an account within the current month of each of his operations while letting me know the opinion of each counsellor and the reasons on which he rested his own opinion. However, the members of this Council have only a consultative voice. The Council will be composed of the local superiors, the novice master and the Procurator General of our houses of America.

The Visitor extraordinary, in respect of communities formed, will be able to reserve to himself the local superiorship of one of them. In the meantime, he will reside where he considers suitable and in such case, he will take the place which the Visitor extraordinary takes in the course of his visits.

I have named Father Allard as admonitor of the Visitor extraordinary and Procurator General of all our houses of America, that is to say, the particular procurators of each house will render to him their accounts so that he in turn will render his and theirs to the Procurator General.

Since both you and the Bishop of Montreal are insistently beseeching me for new reinforcements, I am despatching with Father Guigues our Father Pierre Aubert and Brother Garin, a charming Oblate who is still only a deacon but who will make himself very useful to the mission. The country must henceforth furnish men of its own. One cannot accuse us of lacking in generosity. The three persons who are about to leave have yielded in no way to the demands of nature. Not one is wanting in courage to make the sacrifice of leaving Europe without saying goodbye to his family. These are traits that are remarked in other Orders. I should say that with us, one also knows how to practise the finest virtues.

Adieu, my dear Father, I embrace you cordially.

1 Ms. Yenveux I, 94; VII, 104-106.


40. [To Father Pierre Aubert] 1
40:I in Oblate Writings 

Joy at reading the letter of Father Pierre Aubert who leaves for Canada. Let him contribute to correcting “the evil which has been done in the country” by the lack of virtues of the Oblates.


Aubert P
Marseilles, 
June 10, 1844.

I have just received, my dear son, your letter of the 7th. It made me feel such joy that I cannot resist the urge to manifest to you my complete satisfaction. I shall not write at length to you because with Father Guigues leaving in a few hours, I have scarcely the time to finish the letters of which he will be the bearer. My dear son, I will place your precious letter quite close to my heart. I see a new era opening for the Congregation in the new world if, as I hope, your example is imitated, if your good sentiments are shared by all those who have received the same mission as yourself. You know that they have gone the wrong way since the beginning. God alone knows the enormity of the allegedly minor faults which however were about to neutralize all the good that we were called upon to do in these regions. You are going to contribute with all your strength to correcting the evil which has been done. Already Father Allard has prepared the way for this renewal. Father Guigues and yourself will bring about its completion and when we are what we should be, the Lord will bless our work by reopening the source of vocations which has dried up. There are no recommendations I can make to you as far as I can see from your excellent letter. Be what you declare yourself to be, that is all I desire.

Goodbye, my dear son, believe that it is also a great sacrifice for me to see you leave without having the chance to press you to my heart but we had to hasten. Until Father Guigues got here, I was unaware that you were to accompany him.2 Urgent letters arriving from Canada obliged me to come to this good decision and the fine accounts that Father Guigues gave me about you decided me to give you preference for this mission which today is more than ever a gauge of utmost confidence.

Goodbye once more, my dear child, I embrace you tenderly and give you my paternal blessing.

1 Ms. Yenveux IX. 37.
2 The Founder first thought of sending Father Pianelli (letter to Moreau, April 30, 1844). He speaks no more of this in his letter of June 13 to Fr. Moreau: “I have sent to Canada with the title and faculties of Visitor extraordinary Father Guigues. Fr. Pierre Aubert and Brother Garin, deacon, accompanied him. I have been admirably pleased by all three in this circumstance.”


41. [To Father Eugène Bruno Joseph Andre Guigues] 1
41:I in Oblate Writings

Act constituting Father Guigues as Visitor extraordinary to the Oblates in Canada.

Guigues 
Marseilles 
June 10, 1844

CHARLES JOSEPH EUGENE DE MAZENOD
Bishop of Marseilles and Superior General of the Oblates of the Most Holy Virgin Mary conceived without sin

To our beloved son Eugene Bruno Joseph Andre Guigues and to our other Oblates of the Canadian province and to all those whom these presents concern or will concern:

As the missions of our Society of the Most Holy Virgin Mary conceived without sin, in the Canadian province, have multiplied almost without pause, and as several of the Most Reverend Bishops of these regions have solicited new communities to which they would confide the evangelization of the Christians of cities and towns and the inhabitants of villages, the bringing also of the aid of religion to the lumber camps and to the localities named Townships, the bearing of the Gospel of salvation even to Savage tribes of the mouths of the St. Maurice and the Saguenay rivers, as well as besides the Red River and even into the most remote forests, it is manifest that there is now imposed on us the necessity of constituting our Institute in those far-off regions under a special provision.

Wherefore, without dwelling too much on our penury, not only must we slowly increase, which we have done, the number of our evangelical workers, but moreover, having decided to name a Visitor extraordinary invested with the most ample faculties, we have chosen amongst the members of our Society a most competent man; mature, as much in age as in numerous years of oblation, who is recommended by experience in diverse responsibilities and matters of the highest importance, who nourishes a well tried affection towards Us and towards the Congregation and, consequently, who is very worthy of the confidence of both, such in fine is one who can and shall replace us as much in the interior government of members and communities of our Institute as in external relations to be established with the Most Reverend Prelates, clergy and laity.

Wherefore have we named and by these presents effectively name the Reverend Father Eugene Bruno Joseph Andre Guigues Visitor extraordinary of the Canadian province, willingly granting to him until revocation full jurisdiction and authority as much over all and each of the members of the Society as upon the diverse communities which exist or shall exist.

Promptly after his arrival and recovery from the fatigue of voyage by sea, he will undertake the general visitation of the houses and missionaries of the Institute and will give by writing the rules established for the most appropriate governance of each community and for the greatest advantage of all and each of the members.

Once the general visitation is accomplished, he will see to the administration of the houses of Longueuil and Bytown by designating to this effect the local superior, the assessors, the procurators for each of them and performing other offices which rightly pertain to the Superior General.

Moreover he can accept new foundations of which he will determine the location and stipulate the conditions for the greater honour of God, the greatest utility for our neighbours and the advantages of the Society.

Likewise we especially delegate and empower him that he may effectually and duly expedite in our name dimissorial letters for missionaries of our Congregation to be promoted to Orders.

In a word, our Visitor Extraordinary can bring about, according to his jurisdiction in his province, all that the Superior General can bring about in the whole Congregation. Wherefore all his acts, of whatever kind they may be, will be recognized as valid and shall verily be so before each and everyone, save the right, to wit: unless the Superior General himself has prescribed to act otherwise, and also excepted the following cases: 1° Convocation of the Chapter; 2° admission of novices to oblation; 3° the expulsion of no matter which Oblate.

At the disposal of the Visitor as Counsellors (with only a consultative voice) will be the local Superiors, the Master of novices and likewise the Procurator of the Province, named by us.

Whatsoever is dealt with in this Council, the Visitor will render an account thereof to the Superior General with whom, besides, he will maintain all necessary relations, as we have the indubitable confidence that he will do so carefully and cordially.

In consideration whereof we give him from our heart and affectionately our paternal benediction for his voyage and for all that he is to accomplish thereafter.

Given at Marseilles under our seal and under the seal of our Congregation and the signature of the General Pro-Secretary, the tenth day of June, in the year of the Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty-four.

¶ + C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles,
Sup. Gen.

By mandate of the Illustrious and Most Reverend Lord Bishop of Marseilles and Superior General of the Institute.

I. B. Mille, proc. gen. and pro-secretary.

1 Original in Latin - Ottawa, Deschatelets Archives.


9. [To Fr. Casimir Aubert, at N.D. de L’Osier].1
9:III in Oblate Writings

Fr. Aubert to receive the vows of the Irish novices. Letter of Fr. Daly. news of Penzance.

L.J.C. et M.I.
Aubert, C.
Marseilles, 
June 11, 1844.

You must be waiting with impatience, my dear Aubert, for a word from me before the Feast of the Sacred Heart. I have been so busy with the departure of Fr. Guigues that I have not had a moment to write to you and all the more so because I am not dispensed from fulfilling, as you know, my other very numerous duties at Marseilles.

First of all, therefore, I ask you to tell Fr. Vincens that I very willingly consent that you receive the vows of your Irishmen.

Next I have to tell you that I was so enchanted with the sentiments of your brother that I thought I had to write him a letter which will certainly have given him pleasure.

I have at last received a letter from Fr. Daly. He tells me most interesting things with an admirable simplicity. But he is very displeased with Rev. Power. This young man has deceived you like the two others whom you sent to Canada. He thinks only of his little self and is less than edifying. He does practically nothing and I think we will have to get rid of him as soon as possible.

As for the good Fr. Daly, he is doing marvellously well. He is very pleased with his charming mission. He tells me that there is nothing more consoling than to see our beautiful church every Sunday filled with people. There are never less than three to four hundred Protestants of all denominations who come to hear the preaching of the holy truths of the Catholic religion. The Protestant churches are almost abandoned while ours is always full even when the weather is very bad. Those who only come by curiosity always leave edified and pleased. They all observe great decorum in the church. They are in admiration of our ceremonies and our doctrine. And they conclude that the Catholic religion is good. He adds that at the present time there is an extraordinary trend towards our holy religion and that minds are all agog seeking truth with extraordinary and indescribable avidity, to employ the terms of Fr. Daly which I am only copying. Since your departure, his congregation has increased by eight persons. The holy day of Easter was truly a beautiful occasion for them. He gives me a detailed description of the Feast. He confessed from early in the morning in order to accommodate those whom he had not been able to confess the evening before. At the Mass of eight o’clock, he gave holy communion to thirty persons. At the high Mass of eleven o’clock, the church was full. The choir he has formed sang very well. Rev. Power preached quite a good sermon. Everything proceeded with much solemnity. The Protestants were ecstatic with all they saw and heard. For the eventide ceremony held at three o’clock, there were from two o’clock on at least 500 persons in the seats, packed with people as they had to be. There were in addition at least 250 persons standing in the church. In spite of such crowding, there reigned a profound silence in the assembly. Fr. Daly preached and gave Benediction. Then he announced that there would be the ceremony of the baptism of an entire family. 2

1 Orig.: Rome, Archives of the Postulation, L. M. Aubert.
2 The second page of this letter has disappeared.


842. To Father Moreau, vicar general and superior of the Major Seminary, at Ajaccio, Corsica.1
842:X in Oblate Writings

Visit to Marseilles of Bishop Casanelli d’Istria. Father Moreau may make a trip to Rome. Novices. Departure of three missionaries for Canada.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Moreau 
Marseilles, 
June 13, 1844.

My dear Father Moreau, taking advantage of the Bishop of Ajaccio’s passing through. I will answer your last letter concisely.

For that which concerns yourself. I gladly give my consent that you make the pilgrimage to Rome; but I warn you about catching fever there; the season in which you plan to go is very dangerous. Never get into an air current when you have perspired, never go out into the night dew, etc. I understand that you prefer that trip over one to Viviers.

I approve your principles and how you apply them to Fr. Pont.

Follow your plan for the court clerk, he will benefit from his stay at Vico to begin his novitiate well.

If you have no fear that seeing their parents will shake the vocations of Pulicani and of Pompei, it wouldn’t be a bad thing for them to make a short visit home; but Pompei should without any delay come back and begin his novitiate after this visit. As for Pulicani, I admit that, in order to avoid interrupting his course in theology, it would be better for him to finish his course at Ajaccio, because of the difficulty of covering the treatises that he will not have seen. The only drawback is an insufficient novitiate which is necessarily imperfect in a seminary. You will be obliged to supervise him carefully so that he sees that he is not an ordinary seminarian, and that he will not be entirely unacquainted with the spirit and the customs of religious life when he goes to finish his term in the novitiate house.

The Bishop of Ajaccio leaves this morning at nine o’clock. I will send him the letter that I could not finish yesterday, for I was obliged to do him the honors of the city.

And so I will tell you only one more thing: the Bishop of Viviers was forced to get rid of Bicheron. and he had ample reason to do so.

I say good day to our dear Fathers Lagier, Nicolas and Pont, and I embrace you wholeheartedly.

+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

P.S.: I have sent Father Guigues to Canada with the title and faculties of Extraordinary Visitor; Father Pierre Aubert and Brother Garin, deacon. accompanied him. I am most pleased with all three of them in these circumstances. Tell Father Nicolas that I ordained Brother Chauvet deacon. and will ordain him as priest the day after St. Peter’s feast. Tell him to pray for him and for me as well and all of you do the same.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Moreau.


843. To Father Vincens, priest, superior at Notre-Dame de L’Osier, near Vinay, Isère.1
843:X in Oblate Writings

Brothers admitted to vows and to ordination. Personnel of the house. Pawlowski is sent away. Father Vincens will come to Marseilles to preach the ordination retreat.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Vincens 
Marseilles. 
June 16, 1844.

Since you want me to answer you immediately. my dear Father Vincens. I take pen in hand today itself, one hour after receiving your letter. In the interval I met with council and, following the notes that you and Father Santoni sent me. Brothers Berthuel. Gaudet and Chayard2 have been admitted to profession. But it is up to you to fix the time, that is left to your discretion.

It was also decided that Brother Pare could be admitted to profession, first for annual vows, and some months later for perpetual vows if you should judge it fitting: but not before All Saints Day for perpetual vows.

It serves no purpose to have Pawlowski accompany you, if you find that he is not a proper candidate for us. Take counsel with Father Aubert and Father Santoni and, if you continue to think in the same vein, dismiss him then and there without any further form or procedure. Of course, you should come here to preach the ecclesiastical retreat. I mean the retreat that you promised as preparation for ordination. So be here on Saturday to begin the exercises on Sunday.

I am sure that you are waiting for the personnel list of your house. I have been vainly searching for the sheet of paper on which a fortnight ago I listed the names of the Fathers I have chosen. I will endeavor to recall them: Father Vincens, superior; Father Dassy, first assistant; Father Burfin, second assistant; Father Vincens, Master of Novices; Father Santoni, spiritual director, especially designated to preside over spiritual exercises in the absence of Father Superior; the same Father Santoni. assistant Master of Novices, director of lay brothers; Father Dassy, admonitor of the superior; Father Santoni, bursar. Thus is your house constituted. You will have to put Father Mouchel in charge of the house at Parménie. without giving yourself the trouble of making changes there. He will gladly stay there, and that will be better for him. You will entrust him also with the bursarship of that house. You may present Brothers Palle and Piot for ordination. I don’t know of any others for the time being.

Goodbye. I am sending this letter to the mail, with my greetings and blessing for all of you.

+ C. J. Eugene. Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Vincens
2 Ms.: Chavart.


844. To Father Dassy, priest missionary O.M.I., at N.-D. de L’Osier.36
844:X in Oblate Writings

Thank-you note for sending his work on the Abbey of St-Antoine.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Dassy
Marseilles. 
July 1, 1844.

How could I have delayed so long, my most dear Father Dassy, to thank you for what you sent me?2 You would readily understand if you knew how things get along here. You will not be surprised either to learn that I have not yet read a single page of this work which would always interest me, even if its only merit were having you for its author.

At least I shall embrace you through the departure of our Father Vincens who is leaving sooner than I thought and thus I am caught unawares. He is leaving by carriage in less than an hour and we have to hold a council to admit a candidate to profession.

I have to be content, my dear son, with having given you some sign of life as I tell you of my affection.

+ C. J. Eugene. Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Dassy.
2 Father Dassy began his letter of May 31 with the following words: “My Lord and very Reverend Father, the first copy of my work, which has just been bound. I hasten to put into a wrapper and to offer it to you. as a feeble and new token of my gratitude…”


10. [To Fr. Casimir Aubert at N.D. de L’Osier].1
10:III in Oblate Writings

Remind the Propagation of the Faith of the needs of Penzance. During the summer, Fr. Aubert will teach moral theology and literature to the novices.

L.J.C. et M.I.
Aubert C 
Marseilles, 
July 1, 1844.

Father Vincens, my dear Father Aubert, will give you news of me. However I think that you will be glad to receive some directly from me, if only a couple of words. For my part, I am glad to tell you by way of reply to an item of your letter that it would seem to me quite natural that you yourself remind the central Councils of the Propagation of the Faith of the pressing needs of the mission of Penzance in order to hasten the help which is expected of them. You are qualified for that since they know you as having founded this mission. They have just granted me the funds for the voyage of the third missionary that I have sent to Canada.

I shall repeat what I have told Father Vincens; that he have you give a course of moral theology to the novices who are coming to pursue their theological studies here. It will be the treatise on justice that you are to show them this summer, beginning right away. This winter, Fr. Santoni will present a treatise on dogma to them.

This is not all. You will also be in charge of a course of literature wherewith to keep usefully occupied those of our young men who are going up to Osier. You see I am bringing you somewhat out of your solitude but you know that we must live for the Society and thus devote ourselves to the service of the Church.

I will put to good use the observations that you have made to me. They are appropriate and I shall be able to use them all the more easily by disguising the source from which they have come to me, given that Father Guigues has put me in a position to speak of this matter by telling me about certain things which one is prone to forget while travelling. Adieu. Father Vincens is leaving. I embrace you with all my heart.

+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.


1 Orig.: Rome, Archives of the Postulation. L. M. Aubert.


845. To Father Tempier, vicar general, at the Major Seminary at Marseilles1
845:X in Oblate Writings

Last Will. Cailhol affair. Illness of Bishop de Forbin-Janson. Visit of the Archbishop of Chalcedon. Various works.

L.J.C. and M.I.

Tempier 
Marseilles2 
July 9, 1844.

Be at peace now, my good Tempier. I have just finished making out a bit of a will, which will suffice if need be to annul the one I made on my departure for Africa: it puts things in order by making you my heir. For the occasion, I read the paper you gave me yesterday. I am still not satisfied. I would have liked you to specify which part is earning interest and which is in reserve. Since the interest is of varying rates, I would like to know the total revenue I draw and if you have arranged them to coincide with the same date of maturity. Would you please complete your note by enlightening me on these two points.

I am very much concerned by that matter of C[ailhol].3 Before taking sides, I would like to discuss it with you for a few hours. Meanwhile, you must not even think of taking your trip: it must be put off, things cannot be otherwise.4

Bérengier5 must approve it, for it seems a bit steep. The mechanic must have given you his bill. Bérengier must have fixed a price in advance.,I think, since he knows what these things cost.

I had 2000 francs turned over to Cailhol, note that I owe this to the cash-box. Will you please see that this repayment is recorded.

If I had been able to see you again before I left. I would have pointed out to you that the little Baret6 is a bit of a rogue according to what Father Martin tells me. We are being foolish in taking care of him and imprudent in giving him as a companion to this other child who is sensible, so they say.

I had offered the Bishop of Nancy to translate his letter to Cardinal Fransoni, thinking it would be some four pages in length. He sent me an enormous treatise of 20 pages, which I simply sent back to him. However, I did ask Father Rolleri to take care of it, if the Bishop still insists that it be translated. This good Prelate’s health is worsening. Yesterday. he filled three cuspidors with blood, according to his valet who arrived here with the document.7

If the Archbishop of Chalcedon8 should appear at the Bishop’s house, direct him to go into the country to the Bishop of Nancy, who very much wants to speak with him. You will have to tell him with some insistence so that he responds to the Bishop’s wishes. But since I am not at home and that there is no pot boiling here, we will have to let him move on. Goodbye.

I must not forget to tell you that the complete surveying9 of the road to the woods will cost not less than 5 to six hundred francs. Gras is put out for having started it. We still have to deal with the mines and the blasting; this has been going on for more than a month with ten workmen and two cart-loads a day, plus all the dust and everything else.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Tempier.
2 Following the context, the Founder was at the country-house at St-Louis.
3 Bishop de Mazenod was upset with Canon Marc Cailhol (1807-1860), vicar general, who had become ungrateful and intolerable. cf.: Diary of July 8, and letter to M. Cailhol of July 3, sent after the 8th.
4 Father Tempier was to go so Viviers to discuss the Shrine of N.-D. de Bon Secours which Bishop Guibert wanted to entrust to the Oblates. cf.: Diary, August 7, 1844.
5 Mr. Bérengier, architect for the diocese.
6 Name scratched out: probably Victor Baret.
7 Bishop de Forbin-Janson was with his family at the chateau de La Guilhermy at Aygalades near Marseilles. His Memorandum to Cardinal Fransoni, prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Propaganda Fide, concerned the organization of the Work of the Holy Childhood which the Bishop of Nancy did not consider as prejudicial so the work of the Propagation of the Faith. Cf.: Diary, July 8, Bishop de Forbin-Janson died on July 11.
8 Bishop R. Bonamie. Archbishop of Chalcedon.
9 The context suggests the planning of a roadway.


846. [To Father Bellon, at N.-D. de Lumières].1
846:X in Oblate Writings

Refuses permission for new house arrangements at Lumières. Brother Tamburini is resting at St-Louis. A. Rey will go to see his family before entering the novitiate.

Bellon
[St-Louis.] 
July 10, 1844.

I gather that travel illness is as contagious an evil among us as the horrible tobacco habit. You have scarcely arrived and already you propose to add more to the enormous expenses already incurred at Lumières. I am sorry to go against you in regard to enlarging the organ loft. I have written about it to Father Ricard, because, without calumniating him, I believe that he had you promote this matter, not daring to speak to me about it himself after all that he has wormed out of me. Won’t we have to build very soon over the sacristy to house all the sea shells that Father Chauvet gathered during his stay here. I believe that he has carried away at least eight thousand. That is quite excessive, but we have to please all tastes.

I have with me in the country here our good Brother Tamburini who is improving in this place. We do our spiritual exercises together: he is thereafter free to do what he likes while I am in my study. His health is better and better, but I shall probably let him make a short appearance in Corsica, if only to prove that he is not dead, as had been rumored.

That’s all the news I can give you. I would like to know when classes finish at the juniorate and when those who are supposed to go to the novitiate will leave Lumières. You know that I have promised the parents of Rey to send their son to them. Father Bernard will accompany him. I must therefore know precisely the proposed travelling plans, for I suppose that Rey will be glad to begin his novitiate with the others, something that I find very proper, in fact. When this youngster has spent eight or ten days with his father, that will be enough, I should think.

P.S.: You forgot to start your letter with L.J.C. [and] M.I.

1 YENVEUX 111. 17. 27; IV. 45; VI. 53; VIII. 121. Father Bellon, professor at the seminary of Marseilles and moderator of the scholastics, had accompanied them on their vacation at Lumières.


847. [To Father Ricard, at N.-D. de Lumières].1
847:X in Oblate Writings

The responsibilities proper to the superior at N. - D. de Lumières and to the director of scholastics. Separating the juniors from the scholastics on vacation.

Ricard
[St-Louis. ]
July 10, 1844.

My dear Father Ricard. it seems your turn didn’t come during the ten hours that I stayed in my study writing letters. Nevertheless. I didn’t lose sight of what you asked, since I answered several questions indirectly: I was waiting for the remainder until the observations that might be made to me could be sent.

1 - The local superior has the right of inspection over the whole house: he is superior of all; but where there is a director of the Oblates, the latter is in charge of their special direction and their particular instruction; but this does not prevent the local superior from intervening in all that pertains to the general order of the house, such as permissions to go out, dispensations from exercises in common. etc.

2 - Even though the local superior may hear the confessions of all the members of the house, it is more fitting that he leave this care to the director in the case of the Oblates. Unless there is an urgent case that needs his direct intervention, he must always treat with the director for all that concerns these young religious.

3 - At the spiritual conference of every two weeks which should take place for all the community, it would be fitting that the director of Oblates not be criticized in their presence. If the Fathers have some remarks to be made to him, it is more fitting that these be made through the local superior. The reason is to avoid degrading him in the eyes of those whom he must direct.

4 - I particularly insist that a separation be maintained between Oblates and even priests from the children of the Juniorate. Therefore they must be expressly forbidden from entertaining the least relationships with them. They should see these others only from a distance. So arrange your local situation so that they take recreation periods separately, that they take walks separately, that they follow their spiritual exercises separately.

5 - I do not consent that the choir loft be enlarged. There is enough room for the Fathers and the Oblates. As to the juniors, they must make their oraison separately. (1) because their prayer time is shorter, (2) because it is essential that they be given topics for mental prayer or that a few points of meditation be read to them alternately. The choir behind the altar should be given over to them for their exercises, and if you fear that the comings and goings will distract them, you will have to draw curtains on both sides to close off the line of vision with the church. It is not a bad thing for them to go some distance to get to the choir: at their age they need the exercise.

6 - For the direction of the Juniorate, I refer you to what I have written in my other letters. I believe that Father Magnan is giving them a course of instruction that I asked him to give.

I have told no one whether or not I would allow you to remain superior at Lumières. Nor did I say anything that either Father Aubert or Father Magnan would be appointed to the post. Each one will do, when the time comes, what obedience will prescribe and the Superior General, if it please God, will never act except for the greater good of the Congregation and of each of its members, all of whom are equally dear to him before the Lord; but there is nothing that displeases me more than these prattlings that are the endowment of silly women.

I believe I have answered all the questions that I have been asked. Please give knowledge of my letter to Father Bellon, whom you may permit to converse with the juniors; I do not see any inconvenience, his character and good behaviour being what they are; besides, his position as director of the Oblates will explain sufficiently the exception that I consider it proper to make.

You will tell Father Magnan that he should have given me an account of his mission at Annot. I greet you and bless all of you affectionately.

1 Copy made by the Founder in his Diary, July 10. Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. J. M


42. [To Father Guigues].1
42:I in Oblate Writings

Let Brother Garin write a descriptive account of the voyage. Prepare a retreat for the Fathers of Canada. Less facility of access for non-Ob late priests to the house in Longueuil. News of Osier. Reform abuses with firmness and prudence. Relations with the bishops.

Guigues 
[Marseilles] 
July 16, 1844.

Would it be possible for me to believe that your two companions might have needed to be counselled relative to the fidelity to the Rules that one must keep during voyages? Is not the Rule explicit on this matter? It was up to you to recall them to their duty not only by your example but by your remonstrances which would have directly produced their effect.

Direct Brother Garin to write a description of your voyage since your departure from Marseilles until your arrival at Montreal. That will interest the whole Society. But what I would wish above all is that you choose an opportune time to announce a general retreat that you would prepare well and which would serve to return each one to the pursuit of the entire perfection of his vocation. You must attack head on all that has been a cause of laxity in discipline, come down heavily on all abuses so as to extirpate them for good. Demand strictly, rigorously, the most exact observance of the Rule and never deviate from it yourself. You know where we are with Father Baudrand. This state of affairs cannot continue. It is up to you to put a stop to it.

I strongly approve the method of the Marists that you mention to me. Have I not always insisted that one should not give such facility of access to priests who are strangers? You have only to read my acts of visitation at Notre Dame du Laus. Haven’t I made the same recommendation for Notre-Dame de L’Osier and don’t I hold strongly to what is the custom at Notre-Dame de Lumières! The worst is that in all this, as in so many other things, you let me speak and then, substituting your own ideas for my directions, you do what you want to do, always for so-called good reasons.

Father Vincens accuses you of having led me into error in speaking of Father (Lagier).2 He claims you knew as well as he did that this person could do no good at Osier and that you succumbed to an egoistic motive in suggesting to me to take Father Aubert from them so that you could have him. You were in the wrong if this is so. You know I have always disapproved of such ways but you have acquired the habit - this is bad. In consequence, it would perhaps be better that you keep this Father who will be able to do something under your direction. So much for my reply to your letter, item by item. I wish this method may be adopted. Thus we will not risk forgetting anything.

I am waiting to know the attitude you took on your arrival. It should have been perfectly clear right from the beginning and it must be sustained. Mildness and kindness but firmness. Let all abuses that have slipped in with an administration that was feeble, uncertain and vexatious, be pitilessly reformed. Imbue yourself with the spirit of the Rule and put it into practice but refrain from interposing therein ideas that could only be your own. You would make yourself vulnerable and be discredited and lose all your influence. Have much consideration for your former confreres but they should identify with you somewhat so as to be of the same will as you. Act with prudence and circumspection but never vaunt your finesse and call attention to your skill when success comes your way. You know or know not that at Osier your reputation for finesse detracted from the consideration that was your due. Remember that you will lose your influence considerably if you appear to act, if not independently of me, at least without my knowledge and without having consulted or alerted me.

Be mindful that others are not forbidden to write to me, that they have the right to do so, that it is therefore highly important that you keep me always informed of everything as if I were present. Hence you should not wait for the time when the mail is to depart to write me but you should have on your desk a sheet of paper whereon to write day by day what you have to say to me in the form of a bulletin.

Apply yourself to the task of forming or rather reforming the spirit of our Canadian Fathers. You have to excuse them if they are not such that they should be. The fault belongs to those who have so unworthily fulfilled their mission. I have nothing to say about your relations with the bishops. You have too much tact not to know how delicately one must cater to their susceptibilities, what respect you must have for their authority. Always take the advice of our venerable friend, the Bishop of Montreal.

1 Printed text, Yenveux, I, 58: Ms. Yenveux VI, 84, VII, 124, 153, 161, 171, 196,
2 This refers, it seems, to Fr. Lagier whom Frs. Guigues and Vincens had known at Osier before 1841. The Founder had decided to recall him to France (letter to Mgr. Bourget, June 7, 1844) and send Fr. Pierre Aubert in his place.


43. [To Father Honorat] 1
43:I in Oblate Writings

The Founder still waits for a letter of reparation from Father Baudrand. Joy over the Oblates now being established at Bytown. The prospect of a mission in the Saguenay region. The lack of charity is the reason for the lack of novices at Longueuil. Oblation of seven novices at N. D. de L’Osier.

Honorat 
[Marseilles] 
July 18, 1844.

Although I presume, my dear Father Honorat, that Father Guigues has taken up his post and that you will already have conferred with him at length on the interests of our mission in Canada, I wish to manifest directly the pleasure that I wholly obtained from your last two letters. First nothing could console me more than the holy dispositions which you assure me are to be found in Father Baudrand. I had long been praying to Our Lord that He cause to shine a ray of His light on his intelligence so that he would understand how evil was the way he was following and that He would also touch his heart so that he would repent and repair the scandal of his obstinacy. I do not yet have before me the proof of his amendment. It would be impossible to believe him converted as long as he does not take the initiative in my regard that his whole duty demands. I am certainly disposed to pardon him but I cannot exempt him from making a sincere act of reparation which should not have taken so long to come. Until then I can only tolerate his existence amongst us for I ought to consider him as in revolt and consequently under a sort of anathema which he ought to understand and dread to a greater extent.

I rejoice keenly over the turn of events regarding the establishment at Bytown. Perseverance is necessary. It is not possible to have the entire success we desire as soon as we would wish. We must follow the indications of grace and not force anything.

You will readily understand what must have been my joy when you informed me that the diocese of Quebec was being opened to you. You know how much I desired this moment would come. Divine Providence has heard our prayers and now you are being received under the best auspices. Who would have believed you would be called by the Archbishop himself and that he would welcome you so amiably as well as his coadjutor Bishop!2 It is so true that the good God disposes hearts according to his good pleasure for you will recall that they represented the Archbishop to you as formidable and difficult to make amenable to what he had not asked himself.

The more there is question of extending the work of God, the more I recommend union, charity and the most perfect regularity. Now should be the time to understand the duties of obedience and to learn to respect authority. Cursed be the murmurers, these susurrones described in the Holy Scriptures. The evil done by these wretches is incalculable. They are veritably the fiends of hell who work to destroy the work itself of God. If ever a voice were to be raised again to pour forth this venom, let it be stifled under a general cry of reprobation. Join together all of you to extirpate this detestable vice which has caused so much trouble amongst you and of which the newcomers have felt the deadly effects by the influence of bad example. If vocations have not increased, attribute it solely to that. I am surprised that a single one of those who first presented themselves has persevered. I regard that as miraculous but they will be affected for a long time by the bad air which they have breathed.

It is not only the superior they must respect; they must also have mutual respect for each other and never permit the least unfavourable remark about anyone. Otherwise they come to look down on one another. He who wants to give proof of shrewdness and make himself judge and severely censure his brother is judged in turn with little consideration and so it is by lack of charity that they become despicable one after the other to the great scandal of everyone, both within and without.

I need not recommend that you write me from time to time, independently of the letters that Father Guigues will mail to me punctually. You can tell our other Fathers the same. Father Guigues will pass on to you the little news that I was able to give him of Europe. I will only add that Father Vincens has received the vows of seven novices, the oblation of an eighth had taken place several weeks before but that does not give us priests and it is now that we need them. Pray the Lord that he will send us them in proportion to the needs, which are so great.

Goodbye, my dear Father Honorat, [I embrace you] with all my heart and I greet affectionately all the Fathers and Brothers.

1 Ms. Yenveux V, 240; VII, 35 and 220; VIII, 315.
2 Mgr Turgeon, coadjutor of Mgr J. Signay.


88. To The Council of the Propagation of the Faith, Lyon.1
88:V in Oblate Writings

The Founder insists on the need to receive immediately the sum granted for the house in Penzance. Excerpts from a letter written by Fr. Daly on his apostolate among the Protestants.

Propagation of the Faith 
[Marseilles, 
July 21, 1844].
Gentle men,

I wish to take advantage of this occasion to remind you of the pressing, the most pressing needs of the mission of Penzance in Cornwall. Fr. Daly who directs that mission with ever increasing success is in a most embarassing situation. Not only does he lack the means of subsistence for himself and his two companions, but he is also pressured by the workers who worked on the construction of the church and will wait no longer for the settlement of their due which had been promised for a date that has already passed. I therefore beseech you gentlemen to give the necessary instructions for the payment of the sum granted to the mission of Penzance by the Council, I had instructed Fr. Aubert to write you on this matter. Despite that, I have no difficulty in personally bringing to your attention the needs of this Mission for which I would request of you even something more than last year both to settle as quickly as possible the large debt contracted for the constructions of the church, and to supply the missionaries with the means necessary to extend their mission outside their city of residence as they have already started to do for the great advantage of souls.

Here is what Fr. Daly writes to me in his somewhat English style: “I am very pleased to give you news about our mission which, thanks be to God, could not be more consoling. We have opened two new missions, one in a village called St. Just and the other in a village where one of our convert families lives; it is called Goldsithney.2 I opened the mission of St. Just on the 9th of this month. I went there on foot with Fr. Dowling3 and one of our poor Catholics. We were very well received by the good people of St. Just who all work in the mines. They are very simple people but their minds have been poisoned by the bad doctrines of their sects and therefore they are very prejudiced against our Holy Religion. As soon as I entered a home I was surrounded by women and children. I was a real attraction for them because they had never seen a Catholic priest. The mistress of the house is the sister of one of our converts. She received me very well and is preparing herself for baptism. I spent the day in a most pleasant way and went from house to house visiting the inhabitants of the village. In general I was very well received. It had been agreed that the sermon would take place at 6 in the evening and I returned to the house where I was to preach. At 5 o’clock the women began to ready the house. Chairs and benches were brought from all sides and the house was soon filled by the most important people of the village. Since the house could not hold everyone, it was necessary to remove the windows and I preached to more than one thousand people who were all very happy. Since then, many have come to tell me that they were Catholics in heart. Next Sunday I will baptize 10 people, 2 entire families. I baptized an old woman who is 90 years old... since my last letter I have received 5 more persons... two made their first communion last Sunday: an 18 year old girl and a young man 21 years old. The young girl will become a saint. There are many other very interesting things with respect to the mission, but I do not have the time and will tell you about them in my next letter.

A few days ago I received a letter from Rev. Dr. Wiseman who asks us to take on a mission in his district. I replied to His Excellency how happy I would be, etc...”

You see, Gentlemen, how important it is to support such joyful beginnings. The harvest will be most abundant throughout this land, abandoned until present. All will be lost, however, if the missionaries do not honour their commitments. Please, therefore, I pray you, take the matter to heart. I place all my trust in your zeal. Please accept my thanks beforehand as well as the sentiments wherewith I remain,

Your most humble and obedient servant,

+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

In an earlier letter Fr. Daly told me: “Things are going splendidly (at Penzance). It is truly consoling to see our beautiful church full of people every Sunday; almost never less than three of four hundred protestants from different sects come to hear us preach the truths of our Holy Religion. The protestant temples are practically abandoned and our church is always full even when the weather is inclement. Some people come out of curiosity, but they depart edified and satisfied, and return. At present there is an extraordinary tendency towards our Holy Religion. Minds are all astir and seeking the truth with inexpressible eagerness. Easter Sunday was truly a beautiful day for us” (After a detailed description of that day he added), “The Protestants were enchanted by everything they saw and heard and the church was filled with the most respectable persons 2 hours before the evening service. There were at least 500 people in the pews and 250 obliged to remain standing. In the midst of this crowd, almost all protestant, there was always the deepest silence without the slightest confusion. After the sermon and benediction, I baptized an entire family composed of 6 people. I am unable to depict, etc...

Rereading Fr. Daly’s letter I see that he also speaks about the school they have begun to build. They already had 30 children at that time and counted on receiving a very large number, even Protestants; an additional reason to prompt the Council to grant to this special mission an even larger sum than what was granted last year.

1 Excerpt copied in Lyon and kept in Paris: Arch. of the Propagation of the Faith.
2 Ms.:Gold Settaney. 
3 Ms.: Dawlins.


102.[To the Rector of the Academy of Nimes].1
102:XIII in Oblate Writings

Information about the pupils at N. -D. de Lumières.

Rector of the Academy at Nimes 
Marseilles, 
July 22, 1844.

My dear Rector,

Thank you for kindly addressing yourself to me for information about the facts that were reported to you relative to the community of Lumières.

I cannot understand without further information how anyone could tell the Inspector that there were 60 pupils there who were in no way different from educational boarding school students. The young men living there to prepare for preaching missions are eleven or twelve in number. There are none there who are preparing for a lay career. Everyone, once they are sufficiently prepared, is directed to the novitiate properly speaking. None of them has been returned to his family as a boarding school pupil. They are almost all outsiders to the Vaucluse department. Only one that I know of is from the neighbourhood; they are presently carefully examining his vocation, and if he is judged to be unsuited to the holy work for which he came, he will be sent back to his parents. I would not tolerate keeping anyone with any other intention than forming a missionary for diocesan or foreign missions, and I am certain that the Director of the community keeps scrupulously within the limits of the goal I have mentioned. He knows very well that if he went beyond them he would diminish the spirit and purpose of an institution that I am not supporting in order to have pupils for school and that he would compromise a precious interest of the spiritual order for the good of souls.

However, my dear Rector, I can explain how the number that they gave to the Inspector about the number of young people at Lumières is so much above what is there. They confused the students from the Major Seminary in Marseilles where they are studying theology, who went to spend their holidays at Lumières with the young men who live there on a regular basis. The first have already completed their novitiate and are there only for the holidays without being at all taken up with classical studies,2 and they are usually some 18. The others, much fewer in number, are as yet only postulants who are quite different from boarders in an educational institute, are far from being able to pay for any upkeep for the establishment for which I must find other sources. They do not belong to well-to-do families as you were told.

Dear Rector, I can guarantee the correctness of the information that I have the honor of giving you. If it seems incomplete, please ask me for more and you will thus be better informed than through any other channel. The spirit of tact that you are using to proceed in this inspires me with the greatest confidence, and on the other hand, the truth is so much in accord with what I want to have you know for me to fear telling you things exactly as they are.

Once again I express my gratitude for the goodwill which inspires the letters that you send to me and I remain with great consideration, M. Rector, your ...

+ C.J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Copy, Marseilles. Archives at the Archbishop’s residence, Register of Administrative Letters, 1844- t 851, p.22.
2 The scholastic brothers.


848. [To Father Carles, at Vico].1
848:X in Oblate Writings

Father Carles will be dispensed from his vows. Regrets having ordained him.

Carles
[Marseilles.] 
July 22, 1844.

I will attend to the business of your expulsion from the Society. For that, I must assemble the council which must decide on this question.2 I do not think that the council will hesitate. Only after the decision am I able to give you the dispensation that you. in all likelihood, will not present to the Lord’s tribunal as a claim to his mercy. If I am to judge by the signing of your letter, I am led to think that you believe yourself freed from your commitments by the very fact of making your request. Your behaviour at Vico would confirm that opinion. I hurry to correct you so that you will not add to your other faults this kind of apostasy. You are bound to the exact observance of the Rules until I notify you of the council’s decision and of my own verdict. They will not be long in coming. I must forewarn you that since this type of defection always produces grave scandal, I must protect my diocese; it is for that reason that I counsel you to go directly to your native country as soon as you are authorized to leave Vico and Corsica. I could not possibly grant you the privilege of saying Mass at Marseilles or at any other locality in my diocese.

I finish this letter broken-hearted with sorrow. I measure beforehand the disastrous consequences to your poor soul of the course you have just undertaken. I knew that you were very imperfect; but I did not suppose you to be unfaithful to the point you have shown. The poison was hidden in the wound. With more frankness on your part, the evil could probably have been remedied; but once Satan is allowed to penetrate a soul, he soon carries a person far away. That is your sorrowful story.

I shall gather all your misleading letters, which I believed to be sincere, and burn them on the day that you are cut off from the family which had adopted you. All that will remain is the regret of having known you and the even greater regret of having ordained you.

Yours truly.

1 YENVEUX III. 263-264. Father Yenveux writes that he quoted this text from the Diary, July 22, 1844. We have the manuscript of the Diary (April 18-September 2, 1844); but this text is not there any more. A few pages of it have disappeared.
2 On July 25, it was decided in council to dispense Father Carles from his vows. cf.: L. M.-Semeria. July 25 and Diary. July 26.


849. [To Father Vincens, at N.-D. L’Osier].1
849:X in Oblate Writings

The Rule is to be better kept at N. - D. de L’Osier and better training given to the novices in comportment, politeness, gravity, and the traditional novitiate exercises.

Vincens 
[Marseilles.] 
July 23, 1844.

I thought I had finished; but since I put aside so many things to give you several hours. I must tell you for your guidance that Father Guigues, in the letter that he wrote me from Le Havre, feels obliged to remind me of certain things. He says that it would be very beneficial to instil in our Oblates the idea that they must never neglect by their own fault spiritual exercises, Rosary, particular examen, mental prayer, all fiddle-faddle! from which I conclude that his companions2 did none of these things. If things like this are not much appreciated before being a priest, it is to be feared that they will be neglected even more afterward. I might add that the community will always lack the distinctive characteristic which marks the difference between religious communities and those which are simply ecclesiastical societies. The Fathers never perform the culpa to the superior in the evening after prayer. The conference of the culpa for the Fathers either is not held or very rarely. The last superio,. I believe, never gave the instruction prescribed each fortnight for the whole community. The obedience prescribed by the Chapter of l8373 for each day was done only on Saturdays.

When novices are learning what should be done, and the Oblates too, they are not edified by this take-it-or-leave-it approach in regard to activities that are prescribed. And concerning the novices, neglected far too much is their exterior deportment; so is their training for serving at ceremonies with honor. They take on an awkwardness which is very difficult to correct. I have been able to verify this in the choir of the cathedral, at the altar, and elsewhere. They are excessively negligent in regard to their persons. I have noticed that they are not required to memorize our Rules and those prayers particular to our Society. It seems that they are not required to give an account of their meditations, a practice to which I always held as quite essential, especially for beginners. The practice of writing out a review of the week and some other useful practices which were formerly observed at the novitiate have also been lost.

I believe, my dear Father, that it would be best to profit from Father Santoni’s help and re-establish all these practices of the novitiate and you yourself take on all that refers to the general tenor of the community. Without going into greater detail on what I have been able to gather on occasion from our young men, I would suggest that you put Father Santoni in contact with Father Aubert, who is passing through L’Osier. to consult him about everything that I prescribed when I confided the direction of the novitiate to him.

I hold it essential that they be penetrated with a true spirit of piety during their short novitiate. Wanting to keep them happy by prolonging their childhood. I mean, the dissipation of youth, the noisy games from the colleges, etc., is a bad system. Nothing is more contrary to the contemplation that is indispensable to novices than such child’s play. That’s a habit that must be lost at the novitiate. Seriousness has been the practice in every single novitiate that I have ever heard about; I want it finally introduced in our houses, as well as basic politeness which also is lacking.

1 YENVEUX lV. 6; VIll. 45. 74-75; REY II. 191. The Founder had copied, in the first part of this letter to Father Vincens, extracts from a letter to Father Telmon concerning the Oblates’ apostolate in Canada. REY (II. 191) reproduces a few of these texts and concludes: “These words threw a spark into a trail of powder. All wishes, all aspirations turned toward the new world.”
2 Father Pierre Aubert and Brother Garin accompanied Father Guigues.
3 Canon 13 of the Chapter of 1837 was formulated thus: Each day. the members of each community will present themselves before the local superior to receive an obedience (for the various types of work during the day).


850. To Father Semeria, superior of the Missionaries, at the convent of Vico at Vico, Corsica.1
850:X in Oblate Writings

The defection of Father Carles will “bring much grief to the Church.” The Council decides to expel him. Missions.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Semeria 
Marseilles. 
July 25, 1844.

In this world, one must expect everything, my most dear Father Semeria. There is nothing more scandalous than the defection of the unfortunate Carles, but nothing less surprising in the light of the pitiable deportment he has always maintained. I am going to decide his case immediately, but I am writing to you beforehand to ease your pain. I am enclosing in this letter the one I am sending this unfortunate man; read it before giving it to him. I approved the conduct that you followed in regard to him. Independently of his bad dispositions, his disobedience merited this punishment. Try to cover up the scandal as much as you can; treat him with charity, but do not let yourself be outdone. You have nothing to reproach yourself for, the evil dates from far back. It is a great misfortune that Masters of Novices are not informed enough and allow themselves to be fooled. Your conversation with Carles horrified me; he showed himself openly, and he promises to bring much grief to the Church, after he has consummated his defection from us. Meanwhile, since you are consulting me, I can tell you that I cannot counsel any of our Fathers to hear his confession. He can avail himself of anyone he wishes outside the Congregation, but our own men know the whole foundation of this unfortunate story too well to be fooled by it.

You will see from the enclosed letter that I am far from calling the unfortunate man here. He can go into his own country, if he so wishes. He will find his uncle there and come to some understanding with him.

I would gladly consent to your doing the two missions you speak of; but are you able to be away without too much inconvenience; you know that you cannot count on Father Rolleri who has too much to do here. Would the Bishop of Ajaccio not take exception to your absence; determine everything for the best.

So as not to have our postulant lose time, you may receive him as a novice; but you must then treat him as such. This becomes a duty for you. and you must strive to give him a good shape and form.

Please give my regards to the Bishop of Ajaccio. I have looked in vain for someone to give his pastoral retreat; but why cannot Mr. Sarrebayrouse give it? He is quite capable for this great task and nobody better than he can join the authority of example to words of persuasion.

I leave you, my dear son, in blessing you together with our good Fathers Gibelli, Deveronico and Luigi.

+ C. J. Eugene. Bishop of Marseilles.


P.S.. I do not know of what use the gun which you mention in one of your letters can be. You don’t seem to be more expert than the robbers in using it. It is better to allow oneself to be robbed in peace than to expose oneself to an insufficient defense.

Ten o’clock in the evening.

I was able to assemble the council by coming in early from a religious exercise at which I presided. It was unanimously decided that articles 6, 7 8, and 10 of Chapter 3, 3rd part of the Rules, were applicable to Fr. Carles; that this Father is to be sent away according to the forms prescribed by this chapter.

As a consequence of this decision. I release the above-mentioned Father Carles from his vows and the oath that he made and so many times renewed in the Congregation.

You are directed to inform the above-mentioned Carles of this decision and to notify him of it verbally.

Be sure to retain his cross and the Rulebook that he must not keep.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Semeria.


44. [To Mgr Phelan, coadjutor Bishop of Kingston] 1
44:I in Oblate Writings

Joy on learning that the Oblates are established at Bytown. They are the men of the bishops. Be a second Father to them and watch lest they exert themselves beyond their strength.

Phelan
[Marseilles] 
August 8, 1844.

Monseigneur,

The letter that you have done me the honour of writing filled me with a holy joy. You also have adopted and placed under your pastoral mantle the sons of Mary Immaculate. They already had a father and a very good father in our dear and venerable friend, the bishop of Montreal and now Providence gives them a second father in your person whose kindnesses and powerful protection they have already experienced. Do not doubt, Monseigneur, that they have for you the same sentiments that they bear for him who first called them into his diocese and confided to them the worthy ministry that they have exercised for several years with blessings from God. The Oblates of Mary Immaculate are eminently men of the bishops, founded only to be instruments in their hands of their own ministry for the sanctification of their flocks. The bishops have no priests more submissive, more devoted than them. So, Monseigneur, if I am to tell you my whole mind with the frankness that is well suited to a bishop, I think you were well inspired to settle the Oblates in your diocese in order to confide to them the missions and other works of zeal embraced by their Institute. I dare to vouchsafe for their devotedness and their constant cooperation in all kinds of good works that your pastoral solicitude will prompt them to undertake. The only thing I fear is that they will be inclined to exceed their strength and that, carried away by the desire to render themselves as useful as possible, they will be oblivious of their fewness and will not wait with sufficient patience for the increase that they can only accelerate by their prayers. In all things, beginnings are slow. What has been achieved is already considerable. I am delighted and I bless the Lord while hoping soon for better still...

1 Excerpt from Journal, August 8, l844. Orig. - Arch. of the Postulation.


45. To Monseigneur Bourget, bishop of Montreal, at Montreal, Canada, via Liverpool and Halifax.1
45:I in Oblate Writings

Excuses for the shortcomings of the first missionaries. Qualities of Father Guigues. Letter to Bishop Phelan. Fathers Telmon and Dandurand form the community of Bytown and an Irish Oblate will soon follow. Since the Oblates cannot be established close to the episcopal house at Montrea, Mgr Bourget could confide a church in the city to them. Will follow his advice for the mission in the Saguenay region.

Bourget
Marseilles, 
August 9, 1844.

Very dear Monseigneur,

How can I do otherwise than always begin by expressing to you my sentiments of liveliest gratitude and of tender friendship when you never cease giving me proofs of your paternal kindness for the children I have placed in your bosom. I am filled with grief because, in spite of their goodwill, they may have often given you concern. Seek the cause of my mortification over this affair in a combination of circumstances which affected the first contingent. If there had been available to me then the person I have just sent to you, things would have been better but the good God did not grant this. He apparently willed that we pass through this humiliation and show that to Him alone, in spite of the imperfections of men, is due the success of an enterprise which is to procure His glory and the good of so many souls redeemed by the blood of his Divine Son. After God, to you, dear Monseigneur, goes all the merit of this great work.

You must have received by now the respects of Father Guigues whom I have sent to you with very extensive powers. Of the instructions I have given him, the first is to consider you as in my place and to take counsel with you on all occasions. As for deference, respect and devotedness, I had no inspiration to give him - they are to be found in his own heart and in his fine mind. You will soon come to recognize the distinguished qualities with which he is endowed and I feel sure that you will be perfectly happy about him and about the relationship that you will maintain with him.

I applauded all that you have counselled concerning the establishment at Bytown. It seems that there were more obstacles to be met than I would have believed but, thanks to God and your mediation, they have been smoothed out. According to what you have kindly told me, I would consider this foundation to be very important. That is what made me stand firm about it even though I perceived some hesitation and discouragement. The Coadjutor Bishop has written me to announce that he has canonically established the Oblates in the diocese of Kingston and named Fathers Telmon and Dandurand to serve this mission. These are the terms he employed. I have just replied to him that I rejoice over this event and thank him for all he has done to bring it about since he had put aside all merely human views and had considered the matter only according to the spirit of God, etc.

As for his great insistence on the question of sending an Irish priest, I have only been able to offer him some prospects, since among the six Irish Oblates that we have at the moment, and very good men they are, there is not one who is in sacred orders. You know, Monseigneur, by experience if we can trust in those who would come from elsewhere. I offer, however, to send him one of these young Oblates2 if he insists on having an Irishman of our Congregation to show to the population which is somewhat too exacting. The English and the Irish in the United States had to be content in the early days with priests who spoke their language much less well than Fathers Telmon and Dandurand.

I thought I was in accord with your views when I was so keen that our Fathers be introduced into your episcopal city and if I made known the desire that they be stationed close to the cathedral, it was so that they be, in some sort, at your disposal and within reach enough to receive promptly your orders but you understand, of course, that these were thoughts submitted to your decision and I have no need to tell you that all you decide in this regard will be approved by me. I saw another advantage in this first project which was that the missionaries being so close to the Cathedral could have rendered themselves useful to this church when they were in the city, without being obliged to leave someone to serve an exterior chapel during the time of the missions. I did not know there were previous engagements which would render this arrangement impossible. Hence I now perceive that it could be more advantageous to station them where there is no church for the utility of the faithful of that district.

What shall I say of Quebec? What I learn from your letter and from those of our Fathers has taken me by surprise. I was very far from thinking of such a solution and retained only a remote hope of being able to do something in this diocese and could not but help regretting this very much. And behold the door suddenly opens and I envisage the possibility of doing great good there. Father Guigues will settle nothing there before consulting you. I am counting highly on your kindness and hoping that you will even proceed before his entering into communication with you so that he will not be exposed to taking the wrong direction. You are indubitably right in my view in preferring an establishment in the city, the reason being the same which made me desire to see our Fathers settle in Montreal. One thing however would make me anxious and that would be to put off the entry of our Oblates into the diocese of Quebec which would be a great inconvenience. One does not know what can happen; a thousand difficulties can arise, etc. On the other hand, in replying immediately to the appeal, one takes root, leaving until somewhat later a transfer to where it will better suit the general good that we be situated. Besides is it not to be feared that the Archbishop will be displeased by a refusal of the proposition that he judges suitable to make and which appears to be primarily to the advantage of the diocese? You are on the scene, you know the personages involved, you will weigh in your wisdom these different considerations in order to suggest what will be the prudent thing to do.

Adieu, very dear Monseigneur, remember that it is truly a happiness for me to receive your letters, do not deprive me of them and accept the sentiments of my constant and respectful affection.

+ C. J. Eugene, bishop of Marseilles.

1 Orig. - Montreal, Archdiocesan archives - Oblats.
2 Was the Founder already thinking of Fr. Molloy? In any event, it is he who
will be designated by the General Council of January 3, 1845.


851. [To Father Tempier, at Marseilles] 1
851:X in Oblate Writings

Biographical sketch on Brother Morandini. Formation of novices. Spirit of the Congregation, etc.

Tempier 
[Marseilles.] 
August 14, 1844.

At L’Osier, you will have to recommend that more seriousness be required from the novices. They are all young, inclined therefore to dissipation and to childish pranks. I insist that this defect be corrected and I pray that some attention be given to what I recommend. That is in the order of things, there as everywhere else in the Congregation. Another area which you will have to remedy is that we be not content merely to form good clerics, good religious if you will; but that we endeavor to form good members of our Congregation who absorb its spirit and adhere to it. If my information is correct, nothing is being done to obtain this result; and we must return to this again and again to form that kind of second nature which will produce such good results.

Father Aubert, despite his many occupations, wants to compose a well-developed account about Brother Morandini, for the edification of the novices. For that purpose I require that you return to me the notes that I gave to you. and, independently of the use that Father Aubert wants to make of them, the original must be kept in our archives.

1 YENVEUX VI. 165; VIII. 70. In the light of these extracts. Father Tempier had not yet left Marseilles; he was to visit N.-D. de Lumières, Viviers with a view of taking charge of the Shrine of N. - D. de Bon-Secours, Orange so take care of the temporal affairs of Father Nicolas. and N.-D. de L’Osier. Cf.: Diary, August 7, 1844.


852. To Father Moreau, vicar general, superior of the Major Seminary at Ajaccio, Corsica.1
852:X in Oblate Writings

Father Moreau should have written from Rome. Entry of 11 novices. Fathers L. Carles. J.A. Reinaud and J. Roux have been dispensed from vows.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Moreau 
Marseilles. 
August 29, 1844.

Can you be excused, my dear Father Moreau, for not having written me once from Rome. If others had not been treated better than myself, I would have been in the greatest anxiety, since I knew you to be in a climate that is so dangerous at this season. If you had given me news about yourself upon your arrival, as I had hoped, I would have entrusted you with several errands concerning our Congregation. It is not well enough known in Rome. I had complained to Propaganda about the omission I had noticed in the little work which the late Bishop of St-Louis had had printed by them.2 All Religious Congregations were mentioned but ours. All the missions were referred to except ours.

I believe that Father Lagier will bring you my letter. I am going to write to Father Nicolas to finish his business as soon as possible and take up his assignment.

I received your Pompei with joy. He has been admitted to the novitiate with ten others. I would have wished Pulicani to be the twelfth. I am always afraid that someone will turn him away from his vocation. We will have Pompei work at his Latin during the novitiate; we noticed that he does not know it, which takes away nothing from his fine qualities.

I now tell you officially what you no doubt know already. namely. that Carles has been sent away. He brought this on himself by his own grievous fault. You must no doubt also know that a similar dismissal was given to Reinaud, and that I felt obliged to dispense poor Roux who from a state of near imbecility had fallen into lunacy. This young priest had never done anything for the Congregation, and was really incapable of ever giving the slightest service.

Goodbye. my dear Father Moreau, take your time, do it little by little; but do give me many details on the interesting trip you have just made.

I embrace you with all my heart and I greet Father Pont.

+ C. J. Eugene. Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Moreau.
2 Bishop Rosati, Lazarist, Bishop of St. Louis, U.S.A., had written: “Notizia statistica delle missioni cattoliche in tutto il mondo.” Cf.: L. M.-Fransoni, November 6, 1843, in Oblate Writings, V. pp. 9-12.


853. [To Father Bellon, at N.- D. de Lumières].1
853:X in Oblate Writings

The formation of Oblate scholastics.

Bellon
[Marseilles.] 
August 30, 1844.

My dear Father Bellon, I have just written a long letter to Father Ricard, which dispenses me from certain details with you, for this Father can communicate to you a part of what I told him. I am happy that you returned to Lumières in good health. Our Oblates must have awaited you impatiently. I would like to tell myself that they did not suffer because of your absence, but the information that Father Ricard gave me makes me fear that that was not so. He says that only two, Brothers Chevalier and Arnoux, behaved themselves very well. He was happy enough with Brothers Naughton and Noble; he tells me that all the others are rather weak, that is in virtue. I admit that this picture did not reassure me; I must even tell you that I was not able to contain my indignation at the sight of such obstinacy in a state of voluntary imperfection so contradictory to their duties. This must absolutely be remedied. If kindness does not suffice, you must use strictness.

I cannot tolerate this habit of imperfection in young religious who should be models of piety.

Notify them in my name that I will not admit to Holy Orders those who do not give me the guarantee of solid piety and regularity above every test. I do not understand that people can bargain with the good Lord. I will not go into detail, but I remind you, who are their director, that it is not a question of being satisfied with anything you can achieve, but that they are to put themselves heart and soul into acquiring the virtues that are proper to the state of perfection they have vowed.

Keep telling them in my name, that they are neither schoolchildren nor ordinary Christians, nor even seminarians, but religious who, in conscience, are bound to walk in the way of perfection; and your duty is to be firm in requiring that they fulfil their obligations. You may read my letter to them. I will be glad if they know what I think and how dissatisfied I am with the little progress they have made in their spiritual life and with their many imperfections in which they stagnate. I was going to ask you to instil into them self-denial, renouncement to their own will, obedience as it is understood by our Rules and observed in all good Congregations and Orders, zeal for their own perfection so as to deserve to work for the sanctification of others. But I see that in everything we have to start again from the beginning with the very first principles of spiritual life. I implore you to demand also that they be polite, honest and kind. Do not permit any rudeness. Let them get used to bearing up with one another. Deal severely with any kind of murmur, and let charity reign among us to such an extent that it isn’t even possible for anyone to fail in it in the slightest manner. In a word, let our training be manly, serious and totally saintly. It is a question of forming men who are to be imbued with the spirit of Jesus Christ capable of fighting the terrific power of the devil, of destroying his reign among people, of building up the world so as to bring it to the truth and of serving the Church in the most lofty and difficult apostolate. Is it possible to achieve these results with them who are not generous, who have no courage, are devoid of love and have fallen into a rut? When does a person entertain such sentiments if he does not have them during the period of fervour?

Teach them well that by the religious profession one dies to the world. There is no need for us to lie under the funeral pall, as is done at Visitation and other places, to know and to practice that; we just have to remind those who may forget it.

Each one must know by heart the prayers in use in the Congregation. Begin at once to require it of scholastics and have them recited as soon as they are known.

I have not yet come to a definite solution regarding Brother N. I would have wished that this young religious show more detachment and had overcome nature. One is not good for very much when one cannot imitate the detachment recommended by Jesus Christ and practised by the saints. Oh! How lax we are! We arrive only by much reasoning, when we should soar as though by supernatural instinct!

Keep me informed about your Oblates. I do not want to lose sight of them. You may tell Brother Gondrand2 that I am still awaiting the letter he should have written to me. Be firm in everything that concerns childish behavior. My wish is that we train men as serious as you are, my dear Father; you can be a living example for them.

Goodbye. my son. I bless you and all your people.

1 YENVEUX IV. 43; VIII. 91. 196. 197. 198.
2 Brother F. Gondrand pronounced vows August IS, 1843.


854. [To Father Courtès, at Aix].1
854:X in Oblate Writings

Father J. -J. - Denis Rey needs correction.

Courtès 
[Marseilles.] 
September 18, 1844.

What you tell me, my dear Courtès, about Father Rey goes beyond all limits of extravagance and folly. Father Rouvière had already mentioned it to me and I take advantage of the evening2 to tell you once more that the whims which Father Rey has allowed himself cannot possibly be permitted, and that a superior, though not in anger, is obliged to reprove them so that they will not be repeated. I am far from concluding that such a man should be sent on mission. On the contrary, I feel he should not go. One does not bridle a horse which goes wild. There is no longer any discipline or submission. There are other things that I could tell you face to face, to remind you of your duties and rights as superior, which I will not put in writing because the pen does not have all the resources of the word. There are so many of these aberrations that must not be tolerated, and to these disorders I add that of going away when the confessions of the poor are to be heard. As far as Father Rey is concerned, he should certainly be dealt with kindly because he is basically a good person and attentive to consideration; but he must be directed, closely supervised so that he does not give in to the simplicity of his character; do not allow him to deviate. I do not say from the Rule, but even from conventionalities, but get him quietly to listen to reason.

1 YENVEUX VII. 167.
2 The copyist has obviously misread this passage and a few others in this letter.


855. To Father Moreau, vicar general, superior of the Major Seminary, at Ajaccio, Corsica. 1
855:X in Oblate Writings

Greetings and Salutations. Father Nicolas’ departure for Ajaccio.

Moreau 
Marseilles. 
September 20, 1844.

I return from my pastoral visitations, dear Father Moreau, and find on my desk your letter of the 16th. I can only tell you that I have received it; it is via Father Nicolas that you will get my note. He will be leaving in a half hour; I have only the time to embrace you in praying the Lord to grant you the strength you need to guide all your people along the right road.

Goodbye, many good wishes for such a good Father as you are, whom I love with all the affection of my heart.

+ C. J. Eugene. Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Moreau.


46. [To Father Guigues].1
46:I in Oblate Writings

When preaching popular missions, one must follow the customs of the Congregation.

Guigues 
[Marseilles] 
September 22, 1844.

Our external ceremonies must be kept when preaching missions but there must be moderation in expense. Mgr de Janson has not yet been forgiven for what he spent on the Repositories. Learn to make your missions more economical. It is much to be desired also that certain Fathers make them in a manner more conformed to the spirit which must animate a religious and abstain from anything that seems commercial or resembles a business enterprise. It is up to you who are on the scene and have authority to correct abuses and fix rules of conduct to regulate everything verbally or in writing.

1 Printed text, Yenveux I, 190. There only remains this brief excerpt from the letter of September 22 of which the date seems certain enough since there is an entry in the Journal under this date (Print. Yenveux I, 188): “I have written a letter containing some counsels on the external ceremonies of our missions. One must keep those which are customary with us.”


856. [To Father Courtès, at Aix].1
856:X in Oblate Writings 

Unseemly letter from a Father at Aix to the devout ladies at Le Calvaire. The superior must supervise and correct his men.

Courtès 
[Marseilles.] 
September 24. 1844.

Was I right, very dear Courtès, in reproaching you the way I did yesterday? How could you allow a letter like the one that mindless person has just written to pass? Did you not understand that it would be read by that whole accursed brood of falsely devout women we have here.2 that it would be commented upon, that they would leave aside both the haircloth and the discipline to speak only of love, of tenderness. etc. You should have summoned the individual to your quarters, closed the door behind you, and in a paternal manner bring him to see his enormous wrongs: 1 - to have written, 2 - to have sent out the letter secretly, 3 - and pick apart word by word this jumble of foolishness, make him see their malice and feel the consequences. That is what the duties of your position rigorously imposed on you. It is useless to hide the supervision which one exercises. We should know the Rule and consequently the obligations for each of us to conform to it.

Certainly we must be merciless with whimsies of this sort. We know how they will end. According to my way of thinking. I do not want to be responsible for it, and even if I were to displease whoever it may be by reproaching them, I would do it, and again I would insist. A counsel given aptly can do much to neutralize evil that later on would be too late to cure.

1 YENVEUX VI. 70.
2 The Founder here judges just as severely the devout women of the Calvaire as he does the Father at Aix whom he wants to correct. In fact, he had just received a long letter from Father Martin, written September 20, in which the latter complained about “thoughtless words by a few falsely devout women” against him, the superior at Le Calvaire and against the way he took care of the chapel.
It is difficult to say which Father at Aix had written to these devotees. The word “lubie”, used in this instance as in the letter of September 18, may allow us to infer another reference to Father Rey, he had done his novitiate at Le Calvaire in 1839-1840, and therefore knew the faithful who frequented the chapel. This hypothesis may have some basis also in Father Martin’s letter of May 5, 1845 to Bishop de Mazenod.


47. [To Father Guigues].1
47:I in Oblate Writings

A reply to two letters. His voyage across the Atlantic. Grateful to the Lord for the good done by the Oblates. The mission of the Saguenay under the direction of Father Honorat. Novices. Canonical visit of the house of Longueuil.

[Marseilles] September 25, 1844.

I have received, my dear Father Guigues, your two letters in quick succession, one dated from Longueuil more than a month posterior to the one you wrote from New York, the latter having taken much longer to come. The account of your voyage has interested me very much and I have been compensated in reading it for the anxiety which I could not repress when no news came from you and the month of September drew to an end. This is what made me delay in writing to you.

Although your crossing may not have been the shortest, God be blessed! It was at least without danger and you must have become quite used to the rolling if you were able to study and pray as you did. Your prayers must have been fervent since they managed to overcome the incredulity of the Captain who sought to make you responsible for the becalming which frustrated his hopes. Good humouredly you showed him that it is not in vain that a Catholic priest will invoke the assistance of the Mother of God even when provoked by the blasphemies of heretics who are as ignorant of her power as of many other things. As for me, I am quite persuaded that you owed the favourable wind, which sent you ahead of the other ships, to the protection of this good Mother to whom you also owe your so edifying sentiments of fervour which you make known to me. I sincerely congratulate you and I am greatly consoled to see you undertake your great mission in such happy dispositions. They will infallibly draw the blessings of God on your ministry and on your person as on the whole Congregation.

.It will be well, as you remark, to save the enormous costs of mailing letters by sending through me the details that Father Vincens appreciates receiving for his novitiate. I have lately received the most satisfying news from there.

I join with you in blessing the Lord for the protection he grants to our Congregation while giving her all the good works to perform which you enumerate. No doubt it would be desirable that so many idle priests or those occupied with very minor things understand how much they could hope to accomplish with even a little zeal but these are not priests on whom one should count. They do not come forward. This is what makes us groan, impotent as we are to meet your needs for lack of personnel. After a year of novitiate, priests can be available while we must wait for years and years for the Oblates who are pursuing their studies and who besides have not reached the age to be promoted to holy Orders. When I was longing for the day when we could enter the diocese of Quebec, I was far from thinking that you would be called in such a hurry and so soon settled there. The matter had been represented as excessively difficult and probably something remote in the future. All the same, I took it much to heart that someone might get into this vast field ahead of us and now see, scarcely have the overtures been made, you are installed there in a manner as to open up the way to the Savages. Much as it is, and beautiful and infinitely consoling, it is not yet all I would have wished. I regard it as still very important that we have at least a little residence in Quebec itself, precisely because no other Society is as yet established there and because all eyes will turn to you if, of course, you are worthy of your vocation and if you are an example of true, religious virtues, for God preserve you from merely being another version of what made us groan so much, of what happened in the diocese of Montreal from where, had we not had a bishop as good as Mgr Bourget to deal with, we would have been driven away with kicks and catcalls. While waiting for the residence, we should at least have a little lodging which could grow later into a real house. It is essential to profit from the present dispositions of the two Prelates who are able to appreciate your zeal and devotedness and who have shown such kindness in your regard. For the rest, the establishment you have founded in the Saguenay seems to offer great advantages for evangelizing the Savages; a heavenly mission it is and we can hardly thank the Lord enough for having confided it to us. So there it is, constituted by the choice of the four Oblates who have gone to found this house. Excellent idea to have named our dear Father Honorat as superior. He altogether deserves this mark of confidence. You would not believe the admirable letter he wrote me about your arrival. I recognized therein his virtue.2 But do not forget to prescribe limits to him, very narrow limits in the administration of the finances of his new community. You know his failing. He is incorrigible. This good Father would ruin the finances of the most opulent State. So no weakening on this point. Name a procurator or responsible bursar in his house who is such in fact, who keeps the cash box and who renders you an account not less often than quarterly of all his dealings. Although the other members of the house are young, by respect for the Rule and to accustom them never to deviate from it, name them to the posts which are constitutive of a community of ours.

You must tell me under what invocation you have placed this house, after that of the Holy Virgin who is always to be the first patron of our houses. I believe it is St Joseph at Longueuil. No one has told me what it is for Bytown.

Are there no more novices there? You’ve spoken about yourselves in such a way that I’m not really surprised... I hope that some men of good will choose this path when you will be better known; understood, of course, that we show ourselves to be what we are supposed to be.

I was not hoping for less than what has transpired at Longueuil in the way of edification. Under the circumstances this visit was a great grace and this has been understood. Your decisions are very appropriate. I approve the temporary relaxations you have granted [after the return from missions] though the Friday fast in the week following the mission should have been maintained. One does not suffer from hunger with the reverend pastors of the parishes where the mission is given. The permission for bedding during the eight days which follow the mission does not please me either. Were one to lay down on planks during ordinary times at an early hour, straw bedding is not so hard to lie on as to make one pine for a mattress. To dispense from the former is to make them think it harder than it really is. In order that they may not be tempted to permit themselves a mattress without authorisation, you will just have to get rid of those which they have wrongfully bought. Keep such things only for the room of the bishop and those of your visitors. I would wish that you establish in all houses what you have prescribed for Longueuil concerning the discipline on Friday. This is an edifying practice and a useful little mortification that no one is apt to forget, indeed much more useful than is thought to keep oneself fervent and resolved to seek holy perfection. The discipline corrects lukewarmness, inspires compunction, raises the soul to God, unites to Jesus Christ. It is an exercise infinitely more precious than one is generally disposed to acknowledge.

Adieu, my good Father Guigues, may the Lord bless all your undertakings. I am confident that the important functions I have shared with you will enable you to do much good and that your mission will begin an era of renewal for all our Fathers and Brothers. But watch out and stifle the first sprout of the evil you have been sent to cure. Strict regularity, kindness, but joined to a just firmness, without excepting anyone. Adamant against abuses whatever they may be, frankness, etc.

1 Ms. Yenveux IV, 198, 212, 217; VI, 64, 93; VII, 43, 54; VIII, 135.
2 Fr. Honorat wrote on August 9, 1844: “Our reverend Fathers Guigues and Aubert and our dear brother Garin arrived yesterday in the afternoon. I cannot express what joy it was for us and for myself in particular. How much we feel on such occasions what this fraternity in religion is! How happily one receives this water fresh from the source. We all owe you, my beloved Father, our lively thanks for the great interest you take in our situation. We have absolute need not only of reinforcements but especially of a man who can be put in charge of affairs so important and which every day take on new dimensions. You have chosen the man we need. It is he who long ago I designated myself and who will certainly make things progress in a manner such that you need not have the slightest anxiety about us, though situated at so great a distance away. I cannot tell you, my beloved Father, with what happiness I fell at his feet. I have felt this way for a long time. It is only two days since I have begun to revive. It is not that I am looking forward to a rest. Oh no! I would not let myself indulge in one with the abundant harvest which is ready in these regions; but to see myself relieved of the responsibility which has overwhelmed me from the day it was imposed on me...
Yes, from now on especially, the good God is going to bless us here since the Society shows herself so solicitous and so generous for these far-off lands. My beloved Father, may the good God reward you a hundredfold. I am very confident that all of us, as long as we live, will show our gratitude especially by our deeds...”


48. [To Father Baudrand].1
48:I in Oblate Writings

There is a dearth of novices because charity and regularity have been lacking.

Baudrand
[Marseilles] 
October 1, 1844.

Is it true that your dioceses of Montreal and Quebec would produce nothing? I know that making known certain miseries which should have been hidden, buried within yourselves, could have turned away some vocations, but now that each will do his duty, it is to be hoped that the good aroma of your virtues will attract some people. That is the point. We must edify so much with our regularity, our modesty, our charity that souls who seek perfection may be able to count on meeting with such practices amongst us.

I never was able to understand how anyone could lose sight of that fact. It is nevertheless a question of an essential duty which one could not neglect without gravely sinning. You must now regain your courage and make great strides to get to the point which you should have passed long ago.

Adieu, my very dear son. May God bless all your undertakings and keep you in health. I embrace you affectionately and bless you and commend myself to your prayers.

1 Ms. Yenveux V, 23.


857. [To Father Dassy, at N.-D. de L’Osier].1
857:X in Oblate Writings

Father Dassy will not preach for Lent at Marseilles in 1845. The missionaries are to write out their sermons.

[Marseilles,] October 11, 1844.

Even though I would have wished you to be ready to preach your Lent this year since you will have only ten sermons before winter,2 we will put it off until next year to give you time to finish your task. Admit that you are not too sorry for having already amassed this bit of capital. It was truly necessary, and also indispensable that you complete your stock of sermons. It is a shame for our Congregation that in general there is a tendency to laziness, so that almost none of its members has written sermons. Yes! I call it laziness, for whom can we persuade that there is less talent in our Society than in any other. And why do we not see elsewhere an anomaly such as I deplore among ourselves: Missionaries who continually preach everywhere without taking the pains to compose a single sermon according to rules. Am I the one who is wrong? Haven’t I said it enough? Repeated it? The fault is with those first of all who neglect a duty so essential to their vocation. The fault lies also with local superiors who do not carry through on my directives, and are doubtless the first ones to omit them. So congratulate yourself for my having put you to work; but do not stop, I pray you, on this good road, continue your work, and as I have said repeatedly, let our men always have a sermon in the making.

What you told me about your community has filled me with joy. When one is faithful to the Rule, what is there one cannot obtain from the Lord both for himself and for others?3

Goodbye. my dear son. Place me at the foot of our good Mother’s throne, and depend always on my tender friendship for you.

1 YENVEUX II. 62: IV. 31.
2 Dassy had written (summer of 1844) that he no longer busied himself with history or archaeology, but that he devoted all his free time to composing sermons for Lent, which the Bishop of Marseilles had requested. However, he announced that he would have completed only ten before the winter campaign of parish missions began.
3 Father Dassy finished his letter of the summer of 1844 with these words: “I believe that never has our community been more punctual. Father Tempier will tell you things in this regard which will appeal to your good heart.”


858. [To Father Courtes, at Aix].1
858:X in Oblate Writings

Reproaches Father Courtès who allowed Father Rouvière to give the mission of Septèmes all alone.

Courtès 
[Marseilles.] 
October 17. 1844. 

It was unforgivable of you, my dear Father Courtès. to have tolerated Father Rouvière undertaking. contrary to the Rule, to give the mission of Septèmes all alone. You must have known that in setting aside our practice in this circumstance, you were compromising both the mission and him who had the temerity to take upon himself all alone so difficult an assignment and one so much beyond his strength. I am blaming you more than him; however, I direct you to reproach him as he merits in all respects, since the Archbishop himself can complain of having been tricked. Next time, please be more attentive in seeing that the Rules are obeyed and more particular in the missions that you assign to the members of the community.

1 YENVEUX I. 100-101. Two lines cited by YENVEUX (III. 30) have been omitted in a letter to Father Courtès, dated October 4, 1844: “If you proceed cautiously, remember that sometimes the reverse side of the same stones can be used.”


859. [To Father Bermond at N.-D. de L’Osier].1
859:X in Oblate Writings

Advice to a young Father who is not happy in a house, under the pretext that the climate is not good for him.

Bermond
[Marseilles.] 
October 19. 1844.

I pray the good Lord withdraw you from dreams of childhood and give you the heart of a man and especially of a religious man. You will be the happier for it and much more useful.

1 YENVEUX (V. 23) writes: “to a young Father.” Everything indicates the reference is to Father Bermond. The Founder had already complained about him when he had refused to go to Aix in 1842. cf.: Oblate Writing,. t. I. pp. 24-26. Even if nothing is said about this in the obituary notice on Father Bermond (Missions. t. 65. 1931, p. 191), the Founder sent him to N.-D. de L’Osier in 1844-1845. Father Dassy wrote on October 13, 1844 that Father B. cannot acclimatize himself “to this country of Dauphiné” It would seem then that it was to him that the founder wrote a week later. Several letters show that Bermond was then at L’Osier: Founder to Father Vincens, April 17 and May 11, 1845. Father Dassy to Mazenod, June 2, 1845: Register of General Council, July 8, 1845.


49. [To Father Honorat] 1
49:I in Oblate Writings

Satisfaction at learning of the good dispositions he has towards Father Guigues. His superiorship of the mission in the Saguenay. Let his administration be marked by the spirit of poverty.

Honorat 
[Marseilles] 
October 20, 1844.

…I perceive quite well in you the religious man imbued with the spirit of his calling who only wills and seeks the glory of God, the greater good of souls, the honour and prosperity of our dear Congregation. For the rest, my dear Father Honorat, you can be sure that I expected nothing less of you, so it is not surprise which prompts my satisfaction and my joy. On the contrary, I am confirmed in my foresight which was founded on the knowledge I had of your principles and your sentiments. Who can tell what good will be effected by the ministry of our people now that union and charity reign amongst them and now that simple, frank and prompt obedience will settle all matters and rule all minds; for that is the decisive point, to know how to renounce one’s own ideas and submit one’s judgement to the directions which are intimated to us on behalf of God. I know this rule of conduct, the only legitimate one, should have been followed from the beginning; for that, one would have had to be more advanced than was the case in the virtues proper to the holy state that had been adopted, to live a life of faith which tells one that God is in one’s superior, no matter who he is, even believing oneself to be better endowed with wit and wisdom than him; anyway this time, now that I have made the sacrifice of sending you Father Guigues as Visitor extraordinary, human weakness will be of help in the practice of supernatural virtues and those who called for him loudly, giving tribute to his competence, will follow more readily his direction or at least will no longer have an excuse for not doing so.

So we now see you, dear Father Honorat, in charge of the new establishment which divine Providence has obtained for us. I applauded the choice that Father Visitor made of you for this delicate mission. God in his goodness for the like of you who devote themselves in His service will bless your task. All that I recommend is that you settle down there on good foundations. The Rule! Keep strictly to the Rule, without excepting anyone under any pretext whatever. I make it a matter of conscience that you deviate in no way from the stipulations or the counsels of Father Visitor. You must have perceived that he is invested with my own authority. Do not allow yourself to make any disbursement which has not first been authorized by him. Enough of these extravagances of St. Hilaire and Longueuil. Could you think we did not see through the accounts that Father Bursar sent me or not make anything of all those gaps, those voluntary omissions? Oh! Never let there be any more of this! Exactitude, fidelity, moderation, economy. These are duties you must not avoid any more than the others which you would have scruples over not observing.

1 Ms. Yenveux IV, 20. Excerpt from Journal of October 20.


860. To Father Semeria, superior of the Missionaries, at Vico, Corsica. 1
860:X in Oblate Writings

Father Semeria will preach a mission to the Italians at Marseilles. Give good information to Brother Touche who will take vows only in February. Success of the missions in Corsica.

L.J.C. and M.I.

Semeria 
Marseilles. 
October 25. 1844.

My most dear Father Semeria, all your projects for missions in your country have disappeared. I pity a bishop who is obliged to consider the feelings of so many in order to tend to his flock. Providence is opening up a new field for your zeal. I hope that the mission at Marseilles to your countrymen will make up for what you have not been able to do elsewhere.

I would perhaps not have written to you, if, on rereading your letters2 which are on my desk, I had not seen that you are awaiting a decision for the profession of Brother Touche. I am out in the country where I have come to clean up my back-log, and both the Seminary and Le Calvaire are on retreat; I will not be able, therefore, to hold council soon enough for you to receive the decision before All Saint’s Day. You will have to put off the profession until February, if you want to have it with some solemnity. But until then, ask one of the Fathers staying at Vico to watch over him in a special manner. Is there something to be added to the bit of a novitiate he made? You know that I require that all the Brothers pass through the novitiate at L’Osier, which is doing very well. Brother Touche is too far away, but again, please have enough zeal to add what is missing. We must not regret what pains we take for such an important issue. Nothing is more moving than your mission at Guagno. That will be an edifying page for our successors in the history of our missions. Your mission of Suarella, like all the others, has been blessed by the Lord, thanks be to Him.

Goodbye, my dear man, I pass on to other letters and, in regard to my brevity, I console myself with the hope of seeing you soon and embracing you. I greet you all and bless you with all my heart.

+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.- Semeria.
2 We possess two letters of Father Semeria, written to the Founder on April 24 and August 28, 1844.


861. [To Father Courtès, at Aix].1
861:X in Oblate Writings

Have Father Rey prepare his sermons under the direction of Father Courtès. who is well gifted for that kind of work.

Courtès 
[Marseilles.] 
November 5. 1844.

Father Rey is part of your community. I recommend that you hold him to working at his desk; demand absolutely that he compose, that he write out his instructions, and reserve examining and correcting what he writes to yourself. The Good Lord did not give you your talents for your own use only; but in calling you to the Congregation, he wished you to use these talents for the good of the whole family, and especially for those whom I place, while they are young, close to you so that they may be formed in your school. I implore you, do not lose sight of this point. You know as well as I do just how poor, how miserable we are. Those who neglected themselves most are those who today feel the drawbacks most; but they do not suffer as much as I, because I see myself constantly embarrassed when I have to present one of our men; and when we realize that in a Society of missionaries it is difficult to find a presentable preacher. I blush in bewilderment. I do not claim that you will finally make a great orator of Father Rey; others may have been more gifted and might have profited more from your help, but it is always important to have him produce all he can.

1 YENVEUX II. 67.


862. [To Father Courtès, at Aix].1
862:X in Oblate Writings

Work of the Fathers stationed at Aix.

Courtès 
[Marseilles.] 
December 3, 1844.

My dear friend. I cannot grieve over the pitiable results of your work. Whatever the cause, the good Lord will ask no less an account from this unfortunate people. Console yourself, for you did all you could. 

Father Martin will preside over this mission [of Claviers] and will keep Father Rouvière with him, unless I send him Father Viala, not that Father Rouvière would give the mission at Cadenaux by himself, as the good Pastor requested, but so that he can take care of Aix.

I must withdraw [from Aix] Father Perron, whom I am in a hurry to call to Marseilles and have him learn English.

1 YENVEUX I. 101. 105. 237.
2 YENVEUX cI. 237) dated this text: “December 30, 1844.” We believe this is an extract from the letter of December 3. Toward the end of the month of December, Father Martin gave the mission at Claviers with Father Viala and Father Courtès remained at Aix. During the month of November, however, Fathers Courtès, Rouvière and Martin preached the mission of Bargemont, which Father Martin remembered as very difficult, cf. Letters Martin-Mazenod, November 30 and December 24. The Founder wrote in his Diary, November 16: “Letter from Father Courtès. He gave me the worst news about his mission at Bargemont. Nothing is more disheartening. We must conclude that poor Courtès is unhappy when on mission ... If one is demoralized himself, one cannot raise the morale of the men whom we come to tackle…”  


103.To the Marquis de Cambis, Peer of France, at Avignon.1
103:XIII in Oblate Writings

The Mayor of Goult was laying claims on the property of the Oblates at N. -D. de Lumières. Would M. de Cambis serve as intermediary for a friendly settlement.

De Cambis; Marquis
Marseilles, 
December 4, 1844.

My dear Marquis,
 
You know that I acquired the former property of the Carmelites at N.D. de Lumières in order to station at the shrine some devoted priests who work and serve in the Avignon diocese. Each day I was more pleased to have made this sacrifice since everyone assures me - and you have told me the same thing yourself - that those good priests are fulfilling their ministry worthily and are doing a great deal of good be it in the parishes to which they are invited,2 be it at Lumières where they live. But now the Mayor of Goult3 is troubling me regarding the possession of my property by bringing up claims contrary to what I believe to be my rights. Here I have consulted distinguished legal advisers who recognized my titles to be legitimate and are sure that, if the Mayor persists in his claims, he would lose his suit. However, I must admit, my dear Marquis, that wh[at]ever my convictions might be on this matter, I feel I am extremely reluctant to stake the extreme measure of pleading my cause against the very commune where is located the residence of these kind priests who are peaceful by character as well as by vocation. Thus I confidently approach you to use your good standing with the Prefect and have him dissuade this troublesome Mayor from forcing me to defend my rights before the courts; to avoid this trouble, I would be on my part willing to make some sacrifices. I will not go into detail, but leave it to Father Ricard, who will have the honor of presenting you my letter, to explain this whole matter to you.

Accept the assurance of my great consideration with which I have the honor of remaining, my dear Marquis, your very humble and obedient servant.

+ C.J. Eug., Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Orig.: Avignon. Calvet Museum, Manuscript 3551, p. 74. The Marquis Luc de Cambis-d’Orsan, a former deputy of Vaucluse, was a Peer of France since 1837.
2 The manuscript has appell~s, a misspelling.
3 The Mayor of Goult was M.H. Chauvet, a Freemason.


50. [To Father Guigues].1
50:I in Oblate Writings

Virtues of Father Honorat. Out of his fifteen Oblate priests, Father Guigues could send some missionaries to the Red River. The name of Oblate of Mary Immaculate.

Guigues 
[Marseilles] 
December 5, 1844.

Nothing you might tell me could bring me more pleasure than the witness you have rendered to the good dispositions and virtues of all our Fathers. I pray God that he keep them in this attitude of mind that you have recognized in them. It will enable them to do prodigies everywhere they are sent. I expected nothing less of Father Honorat than the good example he is giving. No one has ever rendered more justice than I to his religious virtues. The burden that I was obliged to impose upon him was too heavy for his shoulders. Now he is relieved. In his new post, he will do well. It should be the same with all the others. You can well believe my heart bleeds when I hear you speak of all the good that is in prospect and which you cannot undertake because of lack of personnel. Our Congregation is not like the Jesuits who proliferate and who hardly know what to do with their members. We are a very small family which has exhausted itself by pitching its tents in America. Everything languishes in Europe and I am accused daily of having been too generous in making sacrifices so great in number and quality. I am not inclined to repent of this although I feel our penury to the quick. But it would be useless for you to count on my being able to furnish people other than the one I have just spoken to you about.2 All the others are too young and still in need of training. Providence will come to our help where you are. You already have fifteen priests. A few more and you will find yourself slightly more at ease. I calculate that, at the moment, with four priests in the Saguenay, four at Bytown, and let us say three at Longueuil, you still have six more available. You cannot be too discouraged with that and you can envisage at least one of the establishments proposed to you. I’ll go further: judging the importance of the mission proposed by the Bishop of Juliopolis and by what you tell me about the representations of this Prelate, and mindful of the obligations we have towards him, my decision is that you ought to undertake it with the means you have in your power. It will not be a proper establishment at first and instead of three persons, you will only send him two for part of the year if you cannot do otherwise, but you cannot risk the great setback that you fear of seeing this mission taken away from you and of losing the opportunity, as you argue very well and rightly, of evangelizing the whole of North America by serving in the diocese of Quebec, Montreal, Kingston and Red River. As for Burlington, let us not think of it just now. There will still be time later if God wills us to penetrate into the United States. For the moment it seems that Providence destines us for this other field. And then do you not have novices who have finished their theology? In less than a year they can be priests on leaving the novitiate, or sooner if you judge it suitable. You will then be twenty priests and if, in the meantime, you allow the opportunity to escape that you value so much, what regrets you will have! We need to have some courage and confidence in God who shows us the road and will not abandon us when we act in his name and for his glory. Everywhere we have established ourselves we have made a feeble start. The time has not yet come to do otherwise. So, I repeat, without hesitation, respond to the wish of the Bishop of Juliopolis and begin this work even with only two Oblates while awaiting others from the goodness of God.

When the newspapers write something about you, insist that they add “of Mary” to the word “Oblate”.

1 Ms. Yenveux III, 73, VII, 37.
2 This reference is probably to Brother Molloy whom the General Council of January 3, 1845, decided to send to Canada after his ordination in the summer of 1845.


863. To Father Courtès, superior of the Missionaries, Carmelites’ Square at Aix. B.d.R.1
863:X in Oblate Writings

Mission of Fathers Perron and Rouvière at Cadeneaux. Father Perron to learn English and join Father Daly at Penzance.

L.J.C. and M.I.
Courtès 
Marseilles, 
December 10, 1844.

My dear Courtès, I willingly consent to your proposal. You may therefore send Father Perron with Father Rouvière to Cadeneaux. Immediately after Perron will come to Marseilles, where he will have no time to lose in getting down to the study of the English language, because, just as soon as spring breaks, I must send him to Penzance, where it is no longer possible to leave Father Daly alone. Moreover, it is essential that one of our French Fathers is based there when the time comes to reinforce this mission with a few of our Irishmen. Several districts in England are already opening up before us; we cannot advance as rapidly as events do, but, please God, with patience and perseverance, we will catch up and direct them to the greater glory of God and the welfare of souls.

I shall not forget the needs at Aix, and as soon as Father Perron is here, I shall give you a good acceptable assistant.

Give me quickly news about your trip through the snow which came to surprise us.

Goodbye. I embrace you.

1 Original: Rome. Archives of the Postulation. L. M.-Courtès.


90.To the Council of the Propagation of the Faith, Lyon.1
90:V in Oblate Writings

The needs of the Bytown foundation and the Hudson Bay Mission which will soon be accepted. The apostolate of the Fathers in the lumber camps and among the Indians.

Propagation of the Faith 
[Marseilles], 
December 23, 1844.
Dear Sirs,

I wish to avail myself of this occasion to tell you something about the importance and the needs of the foundation recently opened by our Congregation at Bytown in the diocese of Kingston, as well as the one to be opened next spring in the Hudson Bay district. Besides the service rendered to the Catholics entrusted to their care in the city itself and to those of the other parishes where they go to preach missions, the fathers in the Bytown community have also been instructed to bring spiritual assistance to the men working in the lumber camps. There are thousands of these lumberjacks in small groups spread throughout the forest where they spend the summer season felling trees. Up to now bereft of the comfort of religion, they have abandoned themselves to all kinds of excesses and became the scourges of the parishes where they returned after their work. In order to prevent such a great evil, the bishop of the Diocese wanted the Missionaries of Bytown to be assigned to visit these various lumber camps to provide the comfort of their ministry to all those gathered there.

The foundation which the Oblates of Mary have in this part of Upper Canada would therefore be of the greatest importance even if it were only to consist of the different ministries I have mentioned. The fathers in the Bytown house, however, are still involved in tasks which are no less interesting in themselves and no less useful for religion. They are to be entrusted with the missions among the savages throughout north-western Canada. It is therefore extremely important that this establishment to be encouraged and placed on a solid base. Four missionaries are already there and will soon be joined by 2 of their confreres. As soon as the circumstances so permit, there will be a further increase in personnel. The parish church of Bytown entrusted to their care is unfinished and burdened with debts. The Fathers have no house for themselves and the income assigned to them would barely suffice to support the three fathers necessary for the parish. In this state of affairs our Fathers in America have written to me a number of times in order that I present their needs to the Propagation of the Faith whose generous alms alone will enable them to accomplish part of the good there is to be done. They would need at least forty thousand francs; thirty thousand to purchase the land and build as soon as possible a house for the community. The remaining ten thousand francs would be for the support of the Fathers assigned to the lumber camps and the missions among the savages, as well as for the construction of chapels to receive neophytes and better attract the unbelievers.

I feel, gentlemen, that I have sufficiently illustrated for you the needs of the Bytown foundation and its importance in the light of the various ministries carried out by the missionaries there, an importance which increases every day considering the position of this city at the very center of communications between Upper and Lower Canada, the United States, and the North of this part of America. The renowned zeal which inspires you and associates you to any enterprise whose object is the propagation of the faith and the good of religion, the generosity with which you have granted abundant alms to various foundations opened in the United States and elsewhere by other missionary societies, and the goodness with which you have accepted our requests in favor of the Cornwall mission entrusted to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in England, leads me to hope and assures me that you will be so kind as to take our new foundations in America under your protection and include them among the missions supported by the admirable Missionary Society you administer with such wisdom and devotion.

Before concluding, Gentlemen, I would add that counting in advance on your good will to come to our aid, I have accepted the proposal of His Excellency Bishop Provencher2 of Juliopolis, who has called us into his Apostolic Vicariate of Hudson Bay. In this fashion the Congregation of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate witnesses the opening of a new field to its zealous efforts and will now embrace all the missions in the vast territories of Great Britain in North America. The new foundation also requires the alms of the Missionary Society of the Propagation of the Faith and will never be able to commence without a grant of ten thousand francs.

Should greater details and further information be required, Gentlemen, please do not hesitate to let me know. I do wish, however, to receive an answer as soon as possible on the decisions made by the Council of the Missionary Society relative to our requests on behalf of Bytown and Hudson Bay in order to be able to duly inform our missionaries in America who need to know what attitude to assume with regard to this important matter.

Please accept, Gentlemen, the repeated assurance of my devotion and highest regards, etc.
+ C. J. Eugene, Bishop of Marseilles.

1 Excerpt copied in Lyon and kept in Paris: Arch. of the Propagation of the Faith.
2 Ms.: Provenchère.



